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                                       CHAPTER I  
                                   INTRODUCTION 
Broadway and MG Road have been a shopping street of Kochi for past many years. Broadway was one of the oldest shopping areas in Ernakulam and later MG Road gained the title of the biggest commercial street of Kochi. 
Broadway Road is 20 Km in length and stretches from Basin Road till chamber Road. Broadway is the 20th century shopping road, it was the only shopping street back then. People from all over Kerala used come here for business as well as for shopping. This street was initially located in Mattancherry Fort Kochi area. Later during the British period this market shifted to Ernakulam. This market had everything from safety pin to oil for ship machinery to clothes to computer hardware shops, paper, books, tyres and liquor. Broadway was known for its set of some famous coveted tailors. 
Mahatma Gandhi Road is the commercial high street of Ernakulam. The road is between the boundaries of Venduruthy bridge, Thevara in south and  the Madhava Pharmacy Junction in the North and joins  with Banerji Road. The total distance of the Road is 4.5 Km . MG Road is the largest jewellery market in Kerala . It is also the largest textile market of the city. MG Road is the expensive and busiest in the state of Kerala. MG Road as several textile, retail shops major hospitals, centre square mall, five star hotels and banks. The most famous Cochin shipyard is also located on this Road. As seen, Broadway and MG Road is a region of trade and commerce for several decades now and its connection with Dutch, Portuguese, Jews, Britishers in the past, made it an appropriate choice of case study. 
Objectives 
1] To study the evolution and various changes underwent by Broadway and MG Road since its inception.
2] Commercial connection and relation between Broadway and MG Road.
3] To study the main trading and business class groups of MG Road . 
4] The impact of Kochi Metro and the current status of Broadway and MG Road .


Methodology 
This project is having both personal statements of people as well as newspaper article and unpublished works, photographs and so as evidences. Hence it is descriptive work with the usage of comprehensive understanding to reach to conclusions. It depends upon both primary and secondary resources. The results of the primary sources are corroborated with the information derived from the secondary sources. The most important source of primary data of this project is the one – on – one interview with the various people belonging to the village. They include various communities of business owners, small shopkeepers. Another main source is self-observation of the streets of Broadway and MG Road.  
The secondary sources of the project included books, articles both news and academic website and other records. 
Organization of Study 
Chapter I   : Introduction 
Chapter II: Historical Analysis of Trade and Commerce in cochin 
Chapter III: Historical Trade analysis of MG Road and Broadway 
Chapter IV: Present scenario of MG Road and Broadway 
Chapter V: Conclusion
 











                                                    CHAPTER II
      HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF TRADE AND COMMERCE IN COCHIN  

“Pepper has nothing in it that can plead as a recommendation... its only desirable quality being a certain pungency; and yet it is for this that we import it all the way from India. Who was the first to make trial of it as an article of food? And who, I wonder, was the man that was not content to prepare himself by hunger only for the satisfying of a greedy appetite?”
                                                                                       (Natural History, Pliny the Elder c.23-79 AD)
Cochin also known as Kochi is the major port city of Kerala which is bordered by Arabian sea.  The town of Cochin is situated on the southern side of a natural harbour. It is the medieval travellers such as Ma Huan [AD 409], A Chinese Muhammadan ,attached to the suite of Cheng-Ho , an envoy of Emperor Yong-Lo[AD 1403-1425] to foreigners countries is the first to give am account of cochin harbour . Cochin attained its importance after the arrival of Portuguese in India . Since then it has been the chief port of Malabar, passing from the hands Portuguese , then Dutch, then the English .   The present area of the State is but ~ fraction of the old Kingdom of Cochin which stretched far into the present Malabar District of the Madras Presidency and the State of T ravan~ core.  It is part of Ernakulam district.  The current mainland kochi includes mainland Ernakulam, Fort kochi , Edapally , Kalamassery , Aluva, Kakkanad to the northeast , Tripunithura to the southeast and some islands closely situated near Vembanad lake . 
From time immemorial, the name cochin has been imprinted in golden letters for its trade activities from within the country and outside the country. Its spice trade making the deepest impact. Muciris , one of the oldest urban  trading centres  was the earliest trading port of cochin . This city is also linked to the Cochin Royal Dynasty and they played a very important role in the rapid growth of kochi city.[footnoteRef:1] With the coming of Vasco de Gama in 15th century  at  Calicut ,it changed the entire economic and political scenario of Kerala. The Portuguese were followed by Dutch, French, and English. The Greeko-Romans came to Cochin as early as 1st century of Christian era and developed close relationships with Kochi for four centuries. Roman coins hoards that have been found from muziris and many other parts of Kochi is evidence to this trade. The kochi also had contact with Jews and Chinese . All of them left an important mark. Further evidences such as Amphora , Roulette ceramics tells us lot about this period. In Ernakulam , Mattanchery , Paravur area see Arab and Jew influence . Jew town, Synagogues are another example of dynamic link between kochi with other countries. Cochin also had trade relations with Chinese and East Asian countries. It is said that Chinese developed there strong connection with Kochi from Medieval times. Many Chinese potteries, celadon ceramics have been found from Mattanchery and Tripunithura and Kodungallor . Chinese fishing net, which is considered unique to Kerala , has their origin from China and similarly daily item like  Cheenachatti.  There were other various communities of the subcontinent who also came for trade and settled down in Kochi and made Kochi there home town . Among them , Gujarathis , Jains, Konkanis, Tamils, Punjabis , Marathis , Bengalis , Pathans, , Kutchis , Setis , Kashmiris , to name a few . The modern Kochi city is the perfect example of how cultural diversity and inclusiveness can lead to the economic development of the city. Material evidences such as the coins, potteries, inscriptions, ceramics, architecture tell us about trade and economic activities around in kochi . [1:  Cochin the City of  Heritage  Article by centre for Heritage, Environment , and Development ] 

In the 19th century during the British rule, Cochin royal dynasty shifted to mainland Ernakulam, because of which market, trading and shipping activities flourished in Cochin. Ernakulam’s central Area heritage zone is now the now heart of today’s city of Cochin. All the important Administrative, cultural and institutional centres as well as Market places are found in this place   .  City’s widely popular parks such as Subhash park and public open places are located in such a way that its connected to its natural heritage of backwaters . Many Educational institutions are found this part of Ernakulam such as Maharaja’s college, St. Teresa’s College, Government law college Ernakulam, St. Albert’s college etc. Important Market places that was part of trade and commerce of Kochi since 19th century are also found here, they are MG Road and Broadway. Mahatma Gandhi road and Broadway is the main artery as well as the major commercial hub of Kochi. The total distance of the road is 4.5 kilometres (2.8 mi). The both the roads are known for its spice market, textile market, retail markets,, banks , and the largest jewellery outlets . Many cultural and religious institutions are part of this zone which includes oldest temples such as Ernakulam Shiva temple, mosques like Central Juma Masjid Ernakulam, churches and Jewish synagogues, City level institution such as High Court, Durbar Hall, are the most used places of this city. This region also has a boat jetty for people to travel to Fort Cochin.
History of MG Road and Broadway is incomplete without mentioning the history of Trade and commerce of Cochin.   Kochi was known as Muziris in ancient times and one of the most ancient harbours in Indian subcontinent. It is said that in 1341 AD. A massive flood destroyed the entire Muziris. Kochi’s harbour was always in contact with Middle East and Europe. In the first part, traders of the pre- Christian era landed at Muziris. Some believed that Solomon the legendary king of Israel from c.970-931 BC[footnoteRef:2], sent his fleets here, and Malabar teak has been found in the 6th century BC. In Babylon. Around the first century AD ancient romans arrived for pepper it was so valuable that Visigoth general whom besieged Rome asked for three thousand pounds as black gold of France. Many archaeologists and researches and studies have unearthed roman coins at Muziris, and the studies concluded that demands for pepper drained roman treasuries. Without spices, meals were unbearably blank. And because of this roman were willing to spend over five hundred million sesterces a year for a little flavour.  [2:  Editorial Article  of Times of India on Kochi] 


Ancient Trade of Cochin with the Romans, Arabs , Chinese and Jews 
The Roman Empire received goods from eastern lands through a variety of overland routes crossing the Arabian Peninsula, red sea and Indian Ocean. They utilized the monsoon winds of the Indian ocean to import significant volume of goods from the east on ships that may often had tons of capacity .the veracity of these figures has come in for some debate, with the publication of a document known as Muziris Papyrus, which reveals that a shipment of nard, ivory, and textiles received at one of the Egyptian Red Sea ports from place called Muzirs in the second century AD was valued at the equivalent of roughly 7 million sesterces. It is clear through numismatic evidence that Roman trade with the Cochin peaked in the first and second centuries AD, with subsequent decline and limited revival in the late Roman period. Widespread use of pepper brought from India in Roman empire raises a question whether pepper was a luxury item or not. According to Pliny’s comment pepper was a necessary element of luxury cuisine in an extravagant banquet. When for the first time amphorae was studied it revealed for the first time Roman empire’s trade relation with Cochin. A second century loan document also mentions a roman ships known as Hermopollon” in the port of Muziris. [footnoteRef:3]This is an eloquent testimony to Indo–Roman trade relation. Back then custom duty of 25% was imposed on luxury items at Alexandria. Romila Thapar testifies the remarkable significant of the black gold, pepper of Malabar, in sea-born trade with the Roman Empire, which set the trend for huge volume of demand for pepper of Malabar in Europe which continued till the dawn of the twentieth century. [3:  Lionel Casson, New light on Maritime Loans: P. Vinob G 40822, Zeitschrift fur Papyrolgie und Epigraphik, Band 84, 1990, Pp.195-206; the English translation of the loan contract document is also incorporated in Nirharranjan Ray, B.D Chattopadhyaya, Ranbir Chakravarti and V.R.Muni, A source book of Indian Civilization, Calcutta, 2000, Pp.607-9
] 

When Bahram came to power in AD (420-39) Persia began to play a vital role in the trade of western part of Indian Ocean. According to Tara Chand, the first Muslim fleet appeared in the Indian waters in 636 AD.39 the gold coins, four in number of Umayyad Caliphs (665-750 A.D) found in Kothamangalam (Ernakulam district) testifies the presence of Arabs in Cochin port. However there was a decline of land route to India due Arabs and Chinese facing problems with indigenous tribes. This resulted in traffic in sea for trade which was promoted by the Abbasids.
According to Sulayman ,Chinese had a strong trade relation with Malabar . Chinese ships came to Kollam and that one thousand ‗dirhams ‘were collected from each of them. It is been recorded that Chinese trade with Malabar drained the economy of Chinese gold , this made  the Southern Sang Government (1127-1279) to forbid the use of gold, silver , and bronze  coins in foreign trade in 1219 instead porcelain silks and fibres were used in exchange of foreign goods .
 Ma Huan‘s account of Ying Yai Sheng-Lan (1433) gives information about ‗the country of the little Kolam (Kollam), Cochin (Kochi), Kuli (Kozhikode)‘,etc. Pepper, Coconut, Fish, Betel nuts, etc. were exported from Malabar in exchange for gold, silver, coloured satin, blue and white porcelain, beats, musk, quick silver and camphor.[footnoteRef:4] Ma Huan provides information regarding the Chinese spice trade at Calicut. Pepper was weighed in terms of Po-ho (bahr). One Po-ho of pepper cost ninety-two hundred gold coins. One bahr was equivalent to 400 Chin of China. Five hundred grams of pepper was equivalent to 13 pounds. Several places in and around Kozhikode has Chinese has references from Chinese like Cinakota, meaning Chinese fort, Cinacceri meaning Chinese settlement at Kappad, Chinapalli or Chinese mosque at Panthalayani Kollam and Quilandy are some of the best examples. Many Chinese potteries have been found from Kodungallore, Kollam, Panthalayini Kollam, Ponnani, Dharmadam and Kannur. Unniyaticaritam refers Chinese in the bazaar of ‗Sriparvata‘, a town situated in the old ‗nadu‘ of ‗odanadu. [4:  Lizhiyan and Chenguwen, Chinese Pottery and Prorecelain, Foreign Language Press, Beijing, 1984, Op-cit, p.102.] 

Cochin coast is said to have sheltered one of the oldest Christian community on the globe because of the roman trade. Meanwhile Judaism  and Islam also made their way to Kerala trough trade. It has been recorded that the first Jews may have arrived in muziris in one of in Solomon’s ships, these ships traded exotic goods such as peacocks and spices. Circa 70 AD, more than a thousand Jews is said to have fled Jerusalem because of the religious strife and settled around kodungalloor and then Kochi. It is said that a Jewish man named Joseph Rambban and seventy two other Jewish families were allowed to settle and spread their religion in cochin and they also allowed to trade. 
[footnoteRef:5]Ibn Batuta found Jews at a place called Kunjakari on his way from Kaliqut to Kawlam. Jewish copper plates that has been found in Kodungalloor tells us greatly about the importance and power Jews exercised in  this region .  [5:  Segal, History of the Jews in Kerala, London, 1993, p.63] 

Jews from North Africa who were settled in Cairo and Alexandria had an important trade relation with India and them between 11th and 12th century. It is interesting to note that they also formed an important trade organisation called Al Karimi which constituted of merchants who associated with themselves of common commercial trade of pepper and other spices. This group of merchants had their contact with Calicut. Ali Ibn Muhammad Kalyubi who died in 1492 was one of the rich Karimi merchants who had trade contacts with Calicut in the second half of the fifteenth century. 
Jewish community needed a place to trade and it’s been recorded that they requested for a trading space from Cochin maharaja. As the response to the plea Cochin Maharaja signed a land grant and gave 3.2 acres of land to Jews which later came to be known as Broadway, which later turned into a huge commercial economic hub. [footnoteRef:6]Unlike ancient Rome medieval Europe have no direct contact with India. The spice trade in medieval period was controlled by Arabs who purchased pepper from Kozhikode and made their long difficult journey back via Jeddah , Cairo , Alexandria and vennis and then to the markets of western Europe. Europeans were only aware that there existed a land that was rich in black gold and other spices which they wanted an access by sea without the help of Arabs. However Arabs, had no intention of encouraging such ambition of the Europeans.  [6:  Duarte Barbosa, The Coast of East Africa and Malabar, London, 1865,p.49; Also see Kerala State Gazetteer – Vol.II – Part II, p.110;and Mahdi Hussain, Rehla of Ibn Batuta, p.192] 

Colonial trade in cochin with Portuguese , Dutch and English 
The first European country that succeeded in finding the sea to India was Portugal. In 1486, Bartholomew Diaz came across the African peninsula called the Cape of Good Hope. Vasco de Gama another European traveller seized this opportunity and set out to make fortune for himself and his king, and his expedition landed him in the coast of Kozhikhode. The King Zamorian however favoured only Arabs who has long been settled there. 
[footnoteRef:7]In 1500, Portuguese made Kochi Raja there ally, who shared a bitter-sweet relation with Kozhikode. In 1503, the Raja of Kochi allowed the Portuguese to build a fort. The fort now survives in little with a name called Fort Kochi . The Kochi thus became the centre for trade for all European power since then. Portuguese established there first factory in Calicut and then, second factory in Kochi in 1501 AD. It is estimated that Portuguese exported 25,000 to 30,000 quintals of spices of all sort to Lisbon in the first half of the 16th century. Ginger was another item that was exported in bulk from Malabar Coast .Cinnamon was another item that found its way to Portugal market from Kochi. Another item was white and red sandalwood that was trade extensively. These items were so much in demand around 19th and 20th century that traders setup there markets in Broadway and later MG Road which was founded in 1925. Similarly sealing wax, indigo, spikenard, tamarind, arecanut, textiles, ivory and turmeric were other items that were exported in varying quantity to Portugal from the Malabar and Konkan coasts. Slaws, too, became a commercial commodity for export. A very different and special kind of textiles like Muslin, Chintz, etc. and few animals like elephants were also exported to Portugal.  [7:  Pius Malekandathil, Portuguese Cochin and the Maritime Trade of India 1500- 1663, New Delhi, op.cit, Also see, K.S.Mathew and Pius Malekandathil, Kerala Economy and European Trade, Muvattupuzha, 2003, p.21] 

Copper supplied to the Portuguese in Flanders by the Italians was taken to the Malabar Coast for the exchange for spices. The Portuguese were in need of copper as part-payment for the pepper from the Malabar Coast besides sales in Gujarat. Portugal did not have copper and she had to depend on the Italian merchant financiers for the same. Copper was included as part-payment in the agreement of trade with Cochin right from the first decade of the sixteenth century. Giovanni Battista Revalesco of Milan along with others concluded a contract with the Portuguese king for the export of pepper and other spices from the Malabar Coast to Portugal in 1580 and 1585
Merchants who came to the help of the Portuguese in finding cash, precious metals, and other commodities for exchange with the Malabar coast consisted of the German merchant financiers, like the Welsers, Fuggers, Herwarts, Hochstetters, Imhofs and Hirschvogel. They supplied cash, copper, silver, vermilion, quicksilver, brass and other items for exchange on the Malabar Coast.
Apart from their limited resources the Portuguese, had to borrow money from merchants residing on the Malabar Coast. Kunhali Marakkar and Mamale Marakkar in the first quarter of the sixteenth century delivered commodities on credit to the Portuguese at Cochin. [footnoteRef:8]Sometimes the kings of Cochin and Cannanore stood as guarantors for the Portuguese and made the merchants supply commodities to the Portuguese on credit. The Portuguese contracted with the St. Thomas Christians in sixteenth and seventeenth centuries for supply of pepper to the factory at Cochin. When the Portuguese were confronted with the competition of the other European merchants in the seventeenth century the Bishop of Angamalee and the Archdeacon persuaded the St. Thomas Christians who were the producers of it to supply pepper to the Portuguese at Cochin.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  K.S. Mathew, Portuguese Trade with India in the Sixteenth Century, NewDelhi, 1983, Pp.158-63]  [9:  MSS. Archive General de Simancas, Secretarias Provinciales, cod. 1571, fls. 14 ff.] 

After the Portuguese came the Dutch in Kerala .The Dutch were the masters of Cochin port from 1663 to 1795. It is said that when the Dutch seized the Fort of Cochin, the kingdom of Cochin became a dependency of theirs. It is for the promotion of pepper trade that the Dutch wanted the political power in India. They fought expensive wars for the same reason too. The principle objective of Dutch was to gain Monopoly over the pepper trade. The rivalry of other European countries made it impossible for them to secure this monopoly. [footnoteRef:10]Merchants from other European country were offering higher price for the pepper and naturally the locals sold there pepper to them. The Dutch stigmatised sale of pepper to foreign nations as contraband trade, but they had no way of stopping it.  [10:  Ibid; Also see, M.O. Koshy, op.cit;p.69 & Ashin Das Gupta, Malabar in Asian Trade-1740-1800, Cambridge, 1967, Pp.33 ff.] 

The most important item of trade for Dutch were piece goods,  cardamom, indigo ,timber, lime, cowries, sandal, curcuma, cotton, areca, coir, rice, bricks, fuses , hides , coconut oil, salt, charcoal, and firewood. Coir was mainly brought from parur and Cochin. There was big trading market of coir industry in Broadway during 19th century. , even coconut oil was mainly supplied from Cochin. 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century agriculture was the chief economic activity of the people of Cochin and Malabar and provided the means of livelihood to the entire population except a few who engaged in trade, commerce, cotton weaving, carpentry, smithy, fishing etc. It is estimated that the population engaged in non-agricultural activities hardly exceeded five percent of the total population in 1837. [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Pius Malekandathil, Portuguese Cochin and the Maritime Trade of India, 1500- 1663 (A Volume in the South Asian Study Series of Heidelberg University, Germany), New Delhi, 2001, see also his Trading networks and region formation : The making of South India, 1500-1750, Seminar Paper, CHS, JNU, March 2009] 

The rule of Dutch lasted for a century and they were sent away from Cochin by the English in 1796. Cochin in order to avoid the horrors of war between Travancore, Mysore and English agreed to become the tributary to Haider Ali of Mysore . Not long so, the tributary relation with Mysore was broken, an alliance with East India Company was formed. The first treaty with the English was concluded in 1791. During the British period, Cochin cultivated coconut palm and its often said that not even a piece of land was left uncultivated. Another crop was paddy. Both food crop and commercial crop was grown extensively. Coconut cultivation, ' let to scope for a variety of occupations, and the area were there was coconut cultivation was more densely populated compared to places where there was paddy cultivation. The main reason why every European country wanted the monopoly over trade in Cochin was because better means of communication in the coastal land. The sea, chains of backwaters, canals, and Vemband Lake provided the cheapest means of transport. The big port of Cochin during the British period.  By British period Mattancheri and Willingdon Island became places where, due to the trade and the Port, there were large numbers of outsiders. The bulk of the trade of Cochin were practically in the hands of Baniyas and Hallais who came from Bombay, Gujarat and Kathiawar. In fact, most of the immigrants from outside are found in the Cochin.

Form of Trade , Medieval Markets and Mode of exchange in 19th Century Cochin 
In 19th century Cochin because of surplus of agricultural production ample rural markets and trade centre’s grew rapidly in medieval Cochin. Urbanisation was slowly but gradually seeping into the markets and trade centres. Over the years in medieval Cochin commercial trade centres and markets have been divided into regional and local trade, long distance land trade and long distance oversea trade. 
Cochin’s geophysical and socio-political events made the atmosphere for  the internal , oversea and overland trade favourable. Events like agriculture sector being headed by Brahmin and the founding of the kingdom of Perumals of Mahodayapuram.It is recorded in  Keralopatti  that around 32 Brahmin family settled in Kerala and proliferation of agriculture happened. According to K.Krishnan a textile shop in Broadway who himself is a Brahmin mentioned that area near current boat jetty and  parts  of Palarivatom in Ernakulam  was part of wet land cultivation and with better agricultural technologies let to introduction of  new crops. 
The medieval Malayalam literature, especially the Campu kavyas and Sandesa kavayas are rich in elucidation of farming activities. Unniyaccicaritam (13th century A.D) tells us about varieties of paddy cultivated in this period. Unnichirutevicaritham (14thcentury A.D) describes the punchanilam of Valluvanadu.10 The same describes the cultivation of pepper vines sugarcane, coconut and arecanut trees, places with mango trees, jack trees, beautiful paddy fields etc.
There was barter system of exchange. The surplus food grains were often exchanged with other agricultural products of necessities . More surplus necessitated more quantity of exchange and the increase in the quantum of commodities and of exchange brought this process out of rural households to distinctive places. These distinctive locations gradually developed as markets and trading centres and sometimes urban centres or nagaram.
Land was the most important means of production. With the growth of agricultural production, agricultural settlement also spread in the river valleys near various swarupams . Various names were popular for wet land cultivation were referred to as Nilam, Kandam, ela, Padag, Punjai etc. Fruit trees like jack, tamarind, vegetables such as cucumber, pulses and roots were grown and sold in cochin markets. 
Brahmins and Nairs were the main land owing classes in cochin. Land rents had to be paid by farmers / workers to them. There were several tenures such as Attipettola, Perumartam, Viduper etc. It was mupra (three paras) per ten paras of produce in the wetlands in Kochi. In garden lands it was 1/8 of produce (ettukonnu).
 The Malabar and cochin‘s  oversea trade had strong hold on local markets and agricultural areas. . Production and distribution of goods were based on coexistence and inter-penetration of a commercial sector as there were both surplus as well as deficit areas regarding commodities. Maritime trade brought lot of wealth to cochin and Malabar. 
The Indian ocean was a highway that linked cochin with other countries like the Gulf, Africa, Middle East , Egypt , Mesopotamia .The ocean helped them to make their first Trade link.  . 
 POLITICS AND EXPANSION OF MERCHANTILE NETWORKS IN COCHIN
A lot of changes happened in 13th century, following the collapse of and fragmentation of central authority of the Cheras of Mahodayapuram in 1206 and the subsequent emergence of different Svarupams, Natuvalis, Deavalis, Kaimals , Karthas etc.[footnoteRef:12]. Many of these small rulers and local chieftains competitively tried to keep the major maritime centres of exchange under their control with a view to bagging a share from trade for their political assertions, some of these chieftains even started moving from inland agrarian region to the core areas of sea-borne trade located along the coast and began to attract traders their ports for strengthening their political structures with gains from trade[footnoteRef:13]. While the trans-oceanic trade from northern Kerala to the ports of the red sea was increasingly appropriate by Paradesi Al – Karimi Muslim, the Marakkar Muslim merchants of Kayalpatnam, Kilakarai and Kunimedu controlled the coastal trade between Coromandel and Malabar . As suppliers of rice as well as provisions to the food-deficient zones of Kerala , many of the Marakkaras moved from the Coromandel and eventually began to settle down in the leading maritime exchange centres of Kerala such as Calicut , Cochin and Cannanore .Because of this development ,the chief of the Perumpadappu Svarupam , who had his seat in the inland agrarian centre of Vanneri also started moving to the maritime exchange centre of cochin , which emerged in 1341 following the geographical transformation caused by the great flood in Periyar.  Attempting to mobilize resources for his political ventures he started attracting a wide range of merchant groups to cochin, that included Muslim traders linked with West Asian trade, the Chetties associated with the coastal trade of the Coromandal and Canara , the Kelings linked with southeast Asian commerce and the Chinese . Realizing the prospects of its commerce, the Jewish traders also expanded their trade to cochin eventually by establishing their base at Sinhora Savod, located almost 2 kilometres from Cochin in 1471[footnoteRef:14]. Thus, by shifting their operational base to cochin and by keeping themselves closer to ruler, who was the arch –enemy of the Zamorian , traditional merchant groups responded to the changing situations and managed to conduct their business rather uninterruptedly through the commercial networks they had developed over time . However by 15th century Zamoriaan captured cochin , handed over trade of traditional merchants of cochin to Muslim traders from Calicut .  [12:  Cf. M.G.S. Narayanan, Foundations of South Indian Society and Culture (Delhi, 1984): 22]  [13:  8 For details regarding the shifting of the royal residence of the Nediyirappu Svarupam see K.V Krishna Ayyar, The Zamorins of Calicut (Calicut, 1938): 1-2. By the middle of the 14th century or by the time Ibn Batuta visited Calicut (1343), it had become the most important port of Kerala]  [14:   Visscher says that the process of migration of white Jews from Cranganore to Cochin began in 1471. However, it was only by 1521-1523 that these white Jews finally shifted their residence completely to Cochin. See Letters of Visscher from Kerala, in K.P. Padmanabha Menon, History of Kerala, vol. II (New Delhi, 1982): 51, 517.] 

Role of local rulers in extending Merchant communities in Cochin 
 The patronage and protective arrangements, which the local rulers of Cochin ,  arrangements, Calicut and Cannanore extended to their favoured merchant communities, enabled many of the traditional traders to survive and overcome the hostile situations that appeared following the entry of the Portuguese. Because of the decisive roles played by native merchant groups in the political and commercial life of their kingdoms, local rulers allowed them settle down closer to their residences, facilitating the evolution of native cities as separate and distinct from European cities. This process gradually gave shape to a protective mechanism from which native traders imbibed necessary immunities from being attacked by their European commercial competitors. Thus, the king of Cochin took under his patronage the Castilian Jews when they were expelled from Spain in 1512 [footnoteRef:15]and the Jewish traders from Cranganore who approached him under the leadership of Joseph Azar in 1524 following Muslim attacks[footnoteRef:16].In the midst of intensified tensions between the Jews and the Portuguese, in 1568, he even permitted the Jewish traders to erect a synagogue closer to his palace at Mattancherry (native city of Cochin), around which the Jewish mercantile settlement was eventually allowed to develop[footnoteRef:17]. The protective interventions of the king of Cochin not only saved the Jews from the wrath of the Portuguese, but also provided space for their survival as a trading community Under the patronage of the king of Cochin and with the help of Paradesi Jews from Spain, who had better mercantile capital and international trade links, the Jews of native Cochin and Cranganore developed alternative routes running parallel to the Portuguese trading channels and touching the Diasporas scattered across Euro-Asia. The Jews of the native city of Cochin also joined hands with the New Christian traders, who reached the Portuguese city of Cochin from 1533 onwards, to send commodities to the ports of Bengal, Ceylon, Malacca, and to the ports of West Asia and Ottoman Egypt. The memories of their common religious and ritualistic past cemented their commercial partnerships and some Jewish traders of the native city of Cochin, like Isaac do Cairo, used to bring commodities from West Asia and supply them to the new Christian traders of Portuguese Cochin[footnoteRef:18]. Along with the commercial partnership, the Jewish traders of the native city of Cochin created an atmosphere whereby the New Christians could easily participate in different Judaic practices without being noticed by the Portuguese authorities for a considerable period of time. Indeed, the revival of Judaism gave acceptability and legitimacy to the New Christians in the wider Jewish world with which the Semitic colony of Cochin was commercially linked. The king of Cochin, while trying to be on good terms with the Portuguese, extended protection and patronage to those native trading groups, who were often targeted and attacked by the Portuguese. Thus, he extended patronage not only to the Jewish traders but also to the Konkani and the Muslim merchants, whose settlements were located in the vicinity of his palace. The reward that he received for this patronage was a share from the profit of the trade, collected in the form of customs duty, which amounted to 60,000 pardaos in 1605,67 and 80,000 pardaos [footnoteRef:19]in 1612. In the beginning of the 17th century, with the increasing accumulation of wealth, he began to invest capital and utilize the commercial expertise of these native traders, particularly the Jewish and the Muslim merchants, to transport commodities to Mecca and other ports of the Red Sea. The Jewish merchant leaders of the native city of Cochin, like David Levi and Samuel Castiel, in their capacity as advisors to the king of Cochin, played decisive roles in shaping the latter's commercial policies in the second and third decades of the 17th century.  [15:   Mosseh Pereyra de Paiva, Notisias dos judeos de Cochim (Lisboa, 1923): 8]  [16:   S.S. Koder, "Saga of the Jews of Cochin." In Jews in India, ed. Th.A. Timberg (New Delhi, 1986): 138; J.B. Segal, A History of the Jews of Cochin (London, 1993):]  [17:   D. Mandelbaum, "The Jewish Way of Life in Cochin." In Jewish Social Studies 1,4 (1939): 430, 433, 435; K.P. Padmanabha Menon, History of Kerala, vol. 2: 519]  [18:  5 ANTT, Inquisio de Lisboa, Proc.7296, f. 77; see also J.A.R. da Silva Tavim, "Os Judeus e a expanso portuguesa na India": 167-87]  [19:  8 BNL, Cod. 11410, f. 116v, Oramento de 1612 (Cochin).] 

OCCUPATION AND TRADE OF COCHIN
In cochin, agriculture is the predominant form of occupation as well as their chief means of livelihood, but it does not exhaust the resources of the state as it does elsewhere. In Cochin agriculture support only 51 % and industries support 31 % of the total population. Even in the neighbouring state like Travancore and Malabar , where conditions are similar to those of cochin the proportions maintained by the population maintained by agriculture are 60 to 62 percent and by industrial occupation it is 24 to 25 percent respectively .this preponderance of Industrial population in cochin is not because of any infertility of soil but because of certain natural advantage possessed by the state , which have diverted larger proportion people from agriculture to industrial occupation. The small but enterprising colony of Bombay people who cochin their second home is also one of the reason behind this shift. Among the natural advantages mentioned are backwaters, canals, and valuable forest tracts and facilities for the cultivation of the coconut palm. The backwaters and canals with the sea that washes the Cochin coast, teem with fish waters provide lot of occupation to fishermen, fish curers and dealers, and boat, and barge-men and maintain over 30,000 souls. Similarly , the forest that cover the eastern half of the state provide employment to number of woodcutters , sawyers, , carpenter, and collectors of forest produce and afford a means of livelihood to nearly 27,000 people. More important are the industries connected with the raw products of the coconut tree- toddy drawing, jaggery  making ,arrack distilling, oil pressing , coir making, etc. Nearly 50,000 men and women are engaged in these industries, which afford a means of subsistence  to over a tenth of the population of the state . 
Cotton weaving industries is the only textile industry pursued in Cochin, and its carried on mainly by hereditary weavers – Kaikolans, Chetans, Chaliyans these weavers are found in all taluks except Trichur. About 2,400 men and 1,600 women are engaged in this.  The Chaliyans and Kaikolans practice only use of coarse weaving and do not use any count of yearn more than twenty. The coarse and narrow cloths and towels made by them are much in demand among the poorer classes and they find ready sale of these in local markets. 
The weaving industry began to make progress though exceedingly slow. The hereditary weavers still adhere to the primitive looms, but others are taking to this industry through fly –shuttle looms in prefence to the ordinary country ones and adopting improved methods of warping and sizing. Small weaving industries is also coming up especially one at Chittur with about forty looms for making fine clothes and check weaving industry opened at Trichur.
Another important industry of yarns, , ropes, rugs, matting out of coconut fibre is one of the most important industries in of cochin which adjoins the sea and back waters . It’s an expanding industry , 74 lakhs rupees worth of coir in various forms having being exported from the cochin port in 1908-9, against 36 lakhs worth in 1896-7. Nearly 8,000 men and more than 20,000 women is being employed in this occupation, more women being employed in it than anyone except agriculture. . The majority of workers engaged are izhuvans, while rest are native Christians, , Valans and Kaanakkans . A large proportion of the yearn are hand twisted by into yearn by the extractors themselves and the yearn is sold to native merchants at Mattancherry, who in their turn deal with Europeans firms. The rest of the fibre is sold to native merchants who get it converted into yearn in their factories by means of a simple machine called rattu or wheel . 
[footnoteRef:20]The extraction of coconut oil takes first place among the industries of Cochin. The value of the oil exported from British port of cochin of which at least is one half of the produce of the state, rose from 44.4 lakhs of rupees in 1896-7 to 101.4 lakhs in 1908-9 and poonac or oilcake , which began to be exported for the first time in 1903-4, was exported to the value of 12 .6 lakhs of rupees in 1908-9. About 12 lakhs worth of oil was also exported by train in 1909. Besides all of these, copra, the dried kernel of the coconut from which oil is extracted, is also exported in large quantities. 550 men are employed daily and turn out over 13,000 tons of oil annually. [20:  Cochin state manuel; page number 272] 

Toddy drawing is an extensive industry in cochin, which together with toddy selling , gives employment to 15000 men and women and maintains about 32000 souls . The coconut is the tree commonly tapped for toddy, except Chittur taluk where the Palmyra takes its place . Jaggery is made out sweet toddy, which is drawn in the same manner as the ordinary toddy. 
The artisan class consist of Marasaris (carpenters), Kallasari (masons) ,Karuvans (blacksmith), Tattans (gold and silver smiths) , Musaris (braziers) and Tolkollans (leather workers). They all pursue their respective hereditary occupations, in which they are not disturbed by competition by other classes. They are found in every village, the best workmen being found mostly in towns. 
[footnoteRef:21]Cochin’s sea trade during British India passed through British port of Cochin. The manufactured products of the coconut tree form about ¾ th of the exports from cochin –coconut oil (101.4 lakhs ) , coir manufactured and unmanufactured (74.4 lakhs) ,copra (35.3 lakhs) and oil cakes (12.6 lakhs) . The next most important article of exports are tea and pepper, but they are almost wholly the produce Travancore. Coconut oil is exported chiefly to the united kingdom, America, Germany, Belgium, Burmah , Calcutta, and Bombay ,coir to France , Germany, Belgium, united kingdom , America . Though the major portion of the produce is exported to these countries, Cochin maybe said to have customers from all over the world.  [21:  Cochin state manuel; page number 274] 

The chief articles imported are paddy and rice (144.5 lakhs) ,piece goods (17.5 lakhs) , petroleum and oils (16.2lakhs) grains and pulses ,other than paddy (9.8 lakhs ) , metals (8.5 lakhs ) , wood manufactures (5.8 lakhs ) , cotton twist and yarn (4.2lakhs) and hardware and cutlery (3.5 lakhs) . About 90 percent of the paddy and rice imported are from Burmah ,the rest being from Bombay. Piece goods are imported almost wholly from Bombay , oils chiefly from Burmah , America and Europe , metals from Bombay , Bengal and Europe hardware and cutlery from Bombay and Europe. 
When compared to sea born trade , the inland trade of cochin during British India was insignificant . The chief article of export are coconut oil, timber ,salt , fish , prepared arecanut and paddy . The last is not the produce of cochin, but that of burmah re exported from cochin. These articles are exported mainly to the southern districts of the Madras presidency, but a part of the salt fish goes to the Burmah through Madras . The chief imports are rice and condiments. 
The weights and measures in use in cochin are bewildering in their variety and complexity. Though the weights and measures are known by the same names in all parts of the state. , their multiples and sub multiples differ widely.[footnoteRef:22]For example , the liquid measure chotana is twelve Edangazhis  in Ernakulam, 8 in Trichur and three in Cranganur, while of the grain measure para there are three well known standards, but each of these standards differs in different parts of the state . The want of a standard table of weights and measures had therefore long being felt by business men, and to remedy this evil a notification was issued by the Darbar in July 1908, prescribing uniform standard for the whole state. The state also provides for sale to the public standard weights and measures of all descriptions at all  taluks centres. [22:  Cochin state Manuel ; page no 274] 

[footnoteRef:23]A Rathal is prescribed as the primary standard of weight , and is equivalent in weights to 42 half British rupees . the following are its multiples and sub multiples- for all articles other than gold, silver ,  and precious stones and medicines . [23:  Cochin state Manuel ;page no 275] 

	6 and half rupees weight 
	1 palam 

	6 and half palams, or 42 and half rupees weight 
	1 rathal (Standard)

	20 rathals 
	1 thulam 

	25 rathals
	1 maund 

	20 maund 
	1 candy




For medicines 
	12 panamidas or fanams weight
	1 kazhanchu

	12 and half kazhanchus or 5 rupees weight 
	1 palam

	8 half palams 
	1 rathals (standard)




For gold , silver , etc 
	3 nellidas ( grain of paddy )
	1kunni

	4 kunnis
	1 panamida (fanam weight)

	21 fanams weight
	1 sovereign weight 

	31 fanams weight 
	1 rupee weight 



The primary standard of measures of capacity is the edangazhi , which is certified to contain two rathals of raw rice in the case of dry measure and 44 ounces of water in the case of liquid measure.
Dry medicine 
	2 ozhaks
	1 uri

	2 uris
	1 nazhi

	3 nazhis
	1 padi 

	4 nazhis 
	1 edangazhi( standard)

	4 padis  or 3 edangazhi 
	1 vallam

	10 edangazhis
	1 para 



Liquid Measure 
	4 tavis or todams
	1 nazhi

	4 nazhis 
	1 edangazhi ( standard)

	10 edangazhis 
	1 para

	12 edangazhis
	1 chotana

	25 chotanas
	1 candy



A yard equal length to the standard yard of British India is the primary standard of measures of length. The following are multiples and sub multiples- 
Measures of length 
	8 barely corns (in breath)
	1 angulam

	24 angulam or virals 
	1 carpenter’s kole

	4 koles 
	1 dandu

	800 dandus
	1 nazhika

	2 and half nazhikas 
	1 crossam or katham 

	4 crossams 
	1 yojana

	9 inches 
	1 span (used in measuring cloth)

	2 spans
	1cubit or muzham

	2 muzhams
	1 yard


 Measures of surface 
	1 square dandu 
	1 perukkam 

	40 perukkam
	1 para

	500 perukkams
	1 acre



Measures of capacity 
	24 cubit virals 
	1 perukkam

	24 perukkams 
	1 thoovada

	24 thoovadas
	1 candy 



Understanding of trade and occupation and about merchant groups of cochin in British India  is important to understand the history of MG Road and Broadway .

                                           CHAPTER III
 HISTORICAL TRADE ANALYSIS OF  MG ROAD AND BROADWAY 

s MG road emerged as commercial hub of the city of Cochin . Before the emergence of MG Road , there was throbbing nerve street called Broadway in Ernakulam . Broadway street covers an area which is 2 kilometres in radius and it lies between marine drive , kochi and MG Road . The area is various narrow roads. The market canal passes through Broadway and Market road .  
Since 20th century Broadway attracted traders and customers from all over the country . Broadway was the only shopping place in Ernakulam. This place offered everything from small safety pin to clothes to all kinds of hardware. Broadway market initially was situated in Mattancherry during the Dutch period but later shifted to Ernakulum after British took over the cochin from the Dutch.[footnoteRef:24] According to R.Ramalingaier son who is the owner of a stationary shop which dates back to 1927, Jews had requested the cochin raja for a place where they can trade and set up there shops in Mattancherry , it is this place that was called Broadway in Ernakulam. [footnoteRef:25]Many businessman shifted to Broadway for business , which was the first macadamised roads in Ernakulam , probably that’s where it got its name says the owner of A.N Guna Shenoy and Brothers hardware store Vasudeva Shenoy . He is the third generation owner who was the great grandson of A.N Guna Shenoy , who set up the hardware shop in Broadway 140 years ago.[footnoteRef:26] According to Vasudeva shenoy in the early days, the shop sold all kinds of building materials and sanitary ware including buckets used to carry water , all of them were mostly imported from Germany . Now a days the shop sells hardware only because of shortage of labour and space . There is a fireworks unit which still functions within the unit .  [24:  Collected information through personal Interview |Ramalingaier Son Mohanan Age :64 on 10 /10/2022 ]  [25:  Collected information through personal interview |A.N Shenoy Age 69 on 10/10/2022]  [26:  Collected information through personal interview | Vasudeva shenoy Age 70 on 10/10/2022] 

[footnoteRef:27]About not long , 40 years ago , the point Broadway tapers exist ( a small bridge over the canal ) was initially the parking station for bullock carts . Present day Marine Drive and Shanmugham Road  did not exist back then .  “In the place where today’s Oven (bakery) stands, was a giant banyan tree. It was also a jetty for country boats. So the place was known as Aalinkadavu,” reminisces Shenoy. [27:  Collected information through personal intderview | Vasudeva Shenoy Age 70 on 10/10/2022] 

In the 20th century Broadway was the place where business thrived .[footnoteRef:28]A.S Bawa and sons has been part of Broadway since the road existed . V.N Venugopal the owner of the store as well as retired as the head of premier tyres , Ernakulam . There were the oldest textile merchants in Ernakulam ever. They also did wholesale business in Binnys silks too.   Some business died down over the years, and became irrelevant over the years and some business shifted somewhere else like MG Road. Lewis Hall, Venugopal says, was the house of former Anglo Indian timber merchant Alfred Lewis. Built in the 1915-16, the ground floor was rented out to the Indian Coffee House and the first floor to Indian Airlines. The White Hall Silk Palace, set up in the 1920s by a Muslim trader from Palakkad, too, was a textile hotspot. Broadway also had set of coveted tailors—J. Newfield and Company, which made the best three-piece suits at the time, Koya Hassan and the Bharatha Tailoring Company, which was famous for the uniforms it made for the State chauffeurs. [28:  Collected information through personal Interview | V.N VenuGopal Age: 70 on 15/10/2022] 

[footnoteRef:29]Venugopal further adds in those days, watering hole was rare and tripplers even more rare. So if people wanted to relax after a tiring day of shopping,  C.P. Kunjuvareed and Sons general store on Broadway had a solution. “It had a small parlour on the first floor where people used to have a drink on the sly,” recalls Venugopal.															 [29:  Collected information through personal interview | V.N Venugopal AGE 70 ON 15/10/2022
] 

There are many business in Broadway which was tested by time and survived the competition as well changing demands of the years . One such business is of Valavi and Company. [footnoteRef:30]They are the survivor in the true sense.  Started in 1899, the shop did business in paper, tyres and liquor imported from Europe. “It was only in 1940 that the shop shifted focus to wedding cards,” says Jose Valavi, the grandson of the founder. He has been doing business in Broadway for the last 30 years and feels the crowds have begun to thin.  [30:  Collected information through personal interview | Jose Valavi Age 58 on 15/10/2022] 

Overtime Broadway welcomed more traders . The spice trade which was based on Mattancherry shifted to Broadway . Today, it is a centre for buying spices at wholesale rates.

[footnoteRef:31]Ganesh K, who is the partner of T.A.K  Sankaranarayana Iyer and Brothers, a textile store established in 1917 on Cloth Bazar Road says, one should move with changing times , it is important for business. The company has opened two new stores, one about four years ago and another one, exclusively for salwar materials. They are family of cloth merchants from Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu came to Kochi. It is said that during the second world war , there was shortage of clothes and since it was a war time everybody preferred white clothes as symbol of sadness .  [31:  Collected information through personal interview Ganesh K ,Age 80 on 15/10/2022] 

Broadway has changed over the years, business is low now but according to Ganesh it’s still a place of shoppers delight . Despite of the lack of parking space and the chaos, but he never felt the need to move out because over generation there business creates loyal customer base .
Kochi has a diverse population due to inland and oversea trade. And Broadway has such diverse groups of communities that has been doing business for many years now . One such small community is of Gujarati spice traders who has made Broadway their business hub for the past three decades . [footnoteRef:32]One such shop is of Sunil Giridhar whose father visited kochi from Gujarat . Their family were early textile traders and during one of their travels. They came across the huge wholesale spice trade in Mattancherry . It is recorded that in the 70s a community of Gujaratis had grown around the spice trade , of which many ran retail shops and outlets and other some worked as brokers for pepper and ginger . His father decided to do trade on spices and hence located to kochi with his family and cousins . As competition grew in Mattancherry , some Gujarati families decided to explore the new market called Broadway and opened shops here .  Thus for last four decades , three generations of a line of Gujarati spice shops have come up.    [32:  Collected information through personal interview Sunil Giridhar , Age on 15/10/2022] 

It is recorded that Market canal near the vegetable market towards basin road was the jetty where hundreds of large canoes of goods that used to come from far off places like Kottayam, Changanassery and Alappuzha during the early 20th century. Mondays and Fridays used to be the busiest days in Broadway , it was also known as market days back then . then the traders would transport these goods through canals, entering the Vembanad lake . [footnoteRef:33] [33: ] 

[footnoteRef:34]One major highlight street of Broadway is the famous Cloth Bazar road . According to Ganesh K who is has textile business since 1917 says cloth bazar road earlier only had shops related to various textiles and clothes. Even cochin raja back then brought clothes from this place. Back then people only used to wear white clothes and coloured clothes were expensive which could be afforded by only rich . Clothes were imported and exported from Mysore, Bombay, Gujarat , Tamil Nadu , Andhra Pradesh .  [34:  Collected personal information from Ganesh K Age 80 on 15/10/2022] 

[footnoteRef:35]In today’s period, new generation shops that are selling branded top and clothes are in competition with ancient stores. According to the Ernakulam merchants union , Broadway today has 250 to 400 shops. And till date, Broadway remains , welcoming a hundred people with a warm a hug and spicy kiss , history on its own  existing undisturbed in its lanes . It was a glorious time. This was the largest market in central Kerala . back in 1930s when the new shops opened it was just mud road used by bullock carts there was no buses and auto back then .  [35:  Editorial Reminisces of the Past – Broadway , Times of India  on 23/07/2016] 

Different trading communities in Brodway 
Gowda Saraswat Brahmins
Saraswat Brahmins immigrants were  known as “Konkandesaya”. Gowda Saraswats which means Saraswat of Goa who domiciled in Konkandesa from the north. The capturing of Goa by Portuguese was a turning point in the history of Gowda Saraswat Brahmin community . the Portuguese wanted the them to enter in to Christianity and followed a policy of  religious persecution . This forced the Saraswat to move further downwards. Large number of them fled to Kerala and settled in Travancore, Cochin, and Calicut. The main body settled in cochin. The Kerala district Gazetteer (Ernakulam 1965) states 'The Gouda Saraswats locally called Konkanis are immigrants from Goa the Southernmost part of Konkan. [footnoteRef:36]A papal bull initiated the Goa Inquisition in 1560 triggering a massive exodus of GSBs fromGoa. Many of thenewcomers were poor. The present day Cherlai region where the majority of the Cochin GSBs reside and conduct their business, was provided by the generous Kochi Raja tax-free to the community for a rate of per 3.5 Kashu per feet (at that time 3.5 Kashu meant a small gold Coin)for the new arrives to set up homes. It included all the land between the four canals (on the East-canal adjacent to the Guest House, towards the South-canal adjacent to Y.N.P.  [36:  The Genetic History of the Saraswat Brahmins: Origins and Affinities With Indian Populations Athma Anjali Pai University of Pennsylvania, 2007 ] 

Trust, on the Westcanal near M.S.C. Bank (on the way to Amaravathy) and on the North-canal atKarippalam, adjacent to Sashtiparambu). The plot of land enclosed within the 4 canals was called the Sanketham of the GSBs. All revenue within the Sanketham would not come under the purview of the Royal Tax. [footnoteRef:37]During the bi-annual Kochi Aarat festival, the Palanquin or the Ratha carrying the Lord traverse only those areas within these 4 canals. The Cochin GSBs brought along with them the idol of Sri Venkatachalapati for which they constructed a temple and installed the idol with all respect according to Vedic rites (now that idol is presently installed in the temple at Karanakodam in Ernakulam). They continued their religious duties with equal zeal as they had performed earlier. The Rajas of Kochi were generous toward the community due to their enterprising manner. [footnoteRef:38]The ascendancy of the Dutch in Cochin saw GSBs emerge as one of the most important trading communities of Cochin. They played a key role in the emergence of Cochin as the international trade centre. Local rajas granted them privileges to encourage trade in their domain. With the advent of Europeans, Cochin GSBs quickly developed trade links with them. The Dutch who founded their factory at Cochin and monopolized the trade of the port relied on the Saraswats for securing goods like pepper, rice, forest products etc. The Grandavari records in Cochin Archives, the Dutch company had secured in 1663 the privilege of extra-territoriality for the Konkanis and Christians in the Cochin kingdom.  [37:  Vayaupuranamu in ―Ashtadasapuranamulu,‖ by Venkataramasastri Kompella, Rohini Publications, Rajamandri, pp. 308-309.]  [38:  History and Culture of Andhra Pradesh, Rao PR, pp.viii and 8-22] 

Ernakulam Tirumala Devaswom 
Sree Venkatachalapathy Tirumala temple, is situated in Broadway in cloth bazar road. It is one of the most progressive temples of Gowda Saraswat Brahmins in Kerala. The temple was established in 1727 AD by Devaresa Prabhu . This temple was another reason for emergence of trade and business for Saraswat Brahmins in Broadway . [footnoteRef:39] As  Nilakanta Sastri stated in one of his works the temples were the most powerful economic institutions which not only sustained by means of the generous and continuous endowments from the society, but enabled the other member of the society to turn to it in times of need for economic support. The temple and the matha were the most notable recipients of gifts in land and cash, and these played an important role in shaping the economic and social life of the neighbourhood.  [39:  History of India, Herman Kulke and Dietmar Rothermund, p. 104] 

[footnoteRef:40]According to Archival records after the Dutch defeated the Portuguese in 1663, the displaced community returned to their home town and established a new thriving community in cochin. A new temple for lord Venkateshwara was constructed. Later , It’s the Thriumala Devaswom helped the raja of cochin in restoring the city that suffered serious damages during the attack of Tipu . It is said that the temple gave 700 measures of paddy was given to raja of Cochin in meeting the daily requirements. This temple worked as a banker .the temple was endowed with large endowments in the form of land, gold and money bestowed on temples by the various donors made the temples a richest institution. It gave out loans . The temple gave shelter to Saraswat Brahmins during the time of tribulation .  [40:  Anna Rao ,C., Administration of temples , tirupati , 1974

] 

Gujarati community of Broadway 
[footnoteRef:41]According to a directory dated in year 2009 published by the Kochi Gujarati Mahajan, there were 650 Gujarati families in Mattancherry alone. It is difficult to ascertain the actual period in which their migration might have happened. However, according to the oral accounts, the earliest migration took place when Mahmud of Ghazni invaded Gujarat in the 12th century. Some are of the opinion that it was a prolonged drought that had force them to migrate. As a plethora of droughts have wreaked havoc on Gujarat during the course of history it is difficult to identify the actual period. According to the directory of Gujarati Mahajan it was in 1815 that the actual influx of Gujaratis started. As the British East India company lost the monopoly of trade in the Indian subcontinent in the early part of the 19th century more and more British businessmen came to India and to Kochi.  [41:  https://www.ayurvedajournals.com/article/cochin-gujaratis-baniya] 

[footnoteRef:42]The Gujarati community also reached Kochi along with them as business partners and middlemen. Since then the Gujaratis made Kochi their home. The Gujarati street in Kochi, with all its sweet shops and Mandirs is a cross section of Gujarat. Over the years the community has made commendable contributions to Kochi. Be it educational institutions, theatres, pepper stock exchange in Mattancherry and Broadway , the earliest printing press in the area, the pioneering spirit of the Guajarati’s is still very much evident in Kochi. They do wholesale spice business since 20th century .  [42:  Communities of Kochi , economic and public weekly , vol 38 , no 40 (Sep. 28 - Oct. 4, 2002),  pp. 4073-4078] 


Naina Muslim Community 
[footnoteRef:43]Naina Muslims also have a store in Broadway that sell various types of perfumes and Athar . Though not much has been documented about Nainas, about their history . It is recorded that nainas arrived in Tamil Nadu in India from Yemen during the 13th century for Business and trade purposes. They reached Kochi during 14th century through the sea . They then spread and migrated to several different parts of Kerala.  Kochi in itself has 600 people from this community . According to the book on Freedom Fighter Mohammed Abdurahman brought out by Information Department in 1978 tells us about the special connection this community had with the royal rulers. Since this community had close relation with the King they got many privilege while doing trade and business . There is in fact a   record submitted by the then diwan Joseph William Bhore to the British government that Nainas had special rights to escort the king during the events linked to the royal place . These are one of the early Muslims to come to the kingdom of cochin. And hence king used to gift them money bags for various purposes . However after India attained Independence and cochin lost its princely status Nainas Muslim are just like any other community in kochi whose main occupation is trade and commerce.  [43:  Chronicles of Naina community and how they became part of Kochi
Read more at: https://www.onmanorama.com/travel/kerala/2020/01/22/naina-community-history-fort-kochi-mattancherry] 

One distinguish  feature of Broadway is the religious tolerance and secularism are constitution talks about can be observed and felt here . The three religion Hindu , Muslim and Christians place of worship can be found in Broadway . Ernakulam Thirumala Devaswom , Broadway Juma Masjid and CSI Immanuel church respectively  and even a Jewish synagogue , all of this within one kilometre of each other  . Because of this harmonic inclusion different people from different community feel welcome and have  let to increase in trade . During Medieval period these religious institutions were resting places for traders and business men who came to trade in Broadway. 

Kadavumbhagam Synagogue 
[footnoteRef:44]There are many narrow streets , one of them is overflowing wares in Mather Bazar , here one can get a glimpse of two – storeyed white building with tiled roof tapering in the front resembling an old Kerala house , inside is Kaduvumbhagam synagogue. It is believed it was build around 18th or 19th century . On the adjacent Jew street is the Thekkumbhagam synagogue, which now is shut . Both the synagogues are a reminder of the rich history of Jewish connection to Broadway and Ernakulum . It is recorded that it is in Kodungallur is were the Jewish first landed . following the persecution by invaders , the community shifted to Ernakulam , where they build the two synagogues. Bony Thomas in his book Kochities : A look into the intangible Heritage of Kochi mentions that Jews had an upper hand in the trade  in Ernakulam market especially in Broadway till they began migrating to Israel . The markets wouldn’t function during the prayer hours and holidays of the Jews. However this street is now occupied by other traders now and very few people of Jewish community is present in Ernakalum , out of which Elias Josephai , is the one who takes care of Kadavumbhagam Synagogue and runs a store called cochin blossoms.  [footnoteRef:45] [44:  keralatourism.org/judaism/kerala/kadavumbhagam-synagogue-mattancherry]  [45:  The times of india article – Memories of broadway : The 100 yr old shopping lane that kochities can’t get enough of . {dated 10 February 2021}] 

MG ROAD 
[footnoteRef:46]Even though it was Broadway that existed as the biggest market , it was Mahatma Gandhi Road also known as MG road that became the commercial hub of Ernakulam since 1925 . Geographically MG road lies north south with its boundaries at Venduruthy bridge , Madhava Pharmacy Junction in the north of the road and Thevara in the extreme south . MG Road was earlier part of the old highway . The Road was earlier known as Seventy Feet road . The total distance of the road is 4.5 kilometres and the road is made in such a way that it is in one wide stretch . In the late 80s , 90s and early 20s the road was seen as the lifestyle district of the city of Kochi. On one side are the largest textile shops such as Jayalakshmi Silks , Seemati , Trends etc. MG road is also house to largest Jeweller outlet.  It is also the busiest and the most expensive place in the state of Kerala . the road accommodates several famous retail stores , hospitals, banks , leading hotels , malls and multiplexes are located . Even the famous cochin shipyard is located here . Another speciality of MG Road is its connectivity with metro rail touching Ernakulam south railway station and Kadavantra to reach Vytilla Hub {which is the biggest transport hub of kochi and Kerala state }. All of this has enhanced over the years the business potentiality of the road and rapid goods and passenger movement .	 [46:  Letters from cochin , page 160 ] 

History and reason for building MG Road 
[footnoteRef:47]When British was ruling , the cochin city back then was part of their princely states of British India. Earlier during time the oldest road of the city was Chittoor road built by cochin king connecting south railway station to Chittoor temple . The problem was that this road did not connect  to the southern side of the city , particularly to fort kochi especially the British quarter of Kochi. The British resident felt the wanted a road that connect southern part . In 1920 , sir Robert Bristow the chief engineer visioned  the urgent  of new road that would connect mainland and the new port island for easy transportation of goods and material for future cargo .  [47:  Letters from cochin , page 190] 

The land for MG road was given by and finalized by queen consort Neythar Amma Parukutty . The road was 70 feet in length and was opened to public for first time in 1925. The road connected to Willington island trough a bridge and merges with Chittoor road near Kacheripady where the central city offices of kochi kingdom were located . Its in 1972 , the road was renamed as Mahatma Gandhi road ,  in honour of father of the nation . 
Trade and commerce in MG Road  
Jewellery 
[footnoteRef:48]Kochi’s MG Road is the most important and largest gold shopping centres in India accounting to up to 7- 8 percent gold sales in the country . gold jewellery showroom include Alappatt Heritage , Alappatt Fashion jeweller, Alappat Arcade, House of Alappat, Francis Alukkas, Kalyan Jewelers, Bhima , Malabar Gold , Tanishq, Geeri pai, Thribhuvvandas Bhimji Zaveri , Vanitha, Paul Alukkas , Parakatt Jewellers. There are more than 100 people who are trading in gold jewellery . There is however only 30 small jewellery  shops that in Ernakulam . In 1985 for 8 gram gold it was  16048 rupees. Mostly February  and august are the season when gold trade takes place and most of the buyers are Christians. Moreover trade of ready made gold is in increase now a days . [footnoteRef:49]In MG Road more than one and half kg of gold is sold everyday . Earlier there was system of billing when customers by bile but from 1980s onwards billing is not done anymore because 5%  tax is levied on people .  Now you see new face in the gold industry in Mg road because earlier importance was given to gold blocks now , importance is to gold jewellery . Now the rate of silver is 4100K . [footnoteRef:50]Now a days not only precious gems as well as duplicate stones are also in demand unlike earlier times. Precious gems are transported to Mg road in cheap rates. Goldsmith of this area make gold here and sell it in Malabar region .  There were two types of goldsmith that is Malayalam goldsmith and pandi goldsmith . Pandi goldsmith migrated from Tamil Nadu to here .   [48:  Ernakulam District Directory, page 294  ]  [49:  Ernakulam District Directory , page 293]  [50:  Ernakulam district directory , page 292 ] 

Handloom Industry 
[footnoteRef:51]Devanga weaver community who are known for world renowned Kasavu saris and community also trade in Mg road . they even got the GI tag in 2011. The weavers’ community, the Devanga Chettiar, started out with specialisation in weaving pure cotton saris with a silk border. From the set-mundu or mundu neriyathum, a two-piece garment, which has been favoured by Kerala women for ages now, and thorthu, the ubiquitous bath towel, and the resplendent kasavu sari for brides. They pick, choose and codify a range of yarns, in varying thicknesses, to create textile has continues to find huge favour amongst the consumers of handloom. Export of yarn from Chendamangalam is de rigueur for surrounding regions, such as Balaramapuram as well as to Broadway and Mg road which has its own vast and age-old handloom industry. Handloom industry saw a boom during world war 2 but after few years faced severe crisis in 1952 by the fall in sales and accumulation of unsold stocks. According Rajan Kumaran who has a small handloom shop in MG road says that more than 100 of weavers are facing liquidation because of less in demand for handloom clothes now a days compared to British period , even then machine made clothes replaced traditional handloom clothes.   [51:  State gazetters ,page 337] 

Cashewnut processing industry 
During the 1930s Mg road had cashew processing industry . It used to  export cashew kernels , cashew shells oils is also extracted . The main market for these cashew products of Mg road went to U.S.A and Japan markets. The money yearned in these market comes from dollars and yens. It was an enterprising industrialist , Mr Joseph Pereira who conceived the idea in 1925 to make the cashew industry an organised one . [footnoteRef:52]There were only 2 factories of cashew in Ernakulam back then . Cashew industry is one industry which requires very little machinery and hence very less space is required . Although the cashew factories employed a large number of workers , they did not provide continuous employment all through the year .  [52:  Industrial relations and bussness in cochin , page 72] 

Because of this industry it provide scope for ancillary industries such as tin factories , transport etc. The labour employed directly in the cashew industry has the coverage of the various labour welfare laws. 
Coir matting industry 
The coir mat and matting industry is very popular in cochin. And many business related to coir is found in MG Road .  Coir yarn from the producing areas is brought and properly graded for thickness, cleanliness, colour and twist by factories manufacturing mats, mattings rugs and carpets . [footnoteRef:53]Mats and mattings are woven on wooden looms similar to the handlooms  employed for weaving cotton fabrics but heavier . the  finished products of coir are chiefly hall and stair runners in a variety of patterns and richness of colour and design ; rugs , carpets and mourzaks and door mats in a large variety of quality. Coir industry is however facing problems the vagaries of export market , inadequacy of the internal market and competition from synthetic substitutes aggravated the problems of the industry .  more than 72% people were employed in this industry .  [53:  State gazetters , page number 338] 

During 1930s and 40s MG road became a place were business for manufacturing of fertilizers and chemicals also developed for expansion of agriculture , other business  which flourished other than the above mentioned industries sugar , rubber cement , rayon , electro – chemicals , timber etc. it also set up departmental enterprises for production of soap , porcelain, bicycles , and many more goods . History tells that ancient Greece, Egypt and Rome used coir ropes made in Kerala for the construction of houses, citadels, ship mast and mansions.[footnoteRef:54] It was with the arrival of the Portuguese in cochin  that the coir trade spread to the European countries. The British interest on Kerala's coir products made them conduct an exhibition on coir products in London in 1851. Currently Coir Board in MG Road , The business came into existence in 2000 and has, since then, been a known name in its field. This business has a wide range of product offerings and the product/catalogue list includes Coir, Coir Mat, Comfort Cotton Mattress etc. [54:  State gazetters , page 349] 




















                                            Chapter IV
                   Current scenario of MG Road and Broadway

[footnoteRef:55]The history of Broadway and Ernakulam Market began with the  arrival of the British in kochi in the 1800s .While the Portuguese and Dutch established themselves in fort kochi , the Jews and about 20 communities flourished in Mattancherry . The English settlers eventually developed Willington islands and it became the centre of shipping and commerce.  [55:  Times of India newpaper – decline of MG Road , page No : 3 ] 

Rails and road links provided connectivity to the island . During this period , Ernakulam and associated settlements flourished and people from Mattancherry started shifting to maintain Ernakulam . They developed the entire area between Durbar Hall ground and Ram Mohan Palace . Many educational institutions and establishments which focused on local commerce , came up on the stretch said Billy Menon , a city based architect .
 when the Ernakulam market , developed , the market at Mattancherry lost its significance .the presence of two Jewish synagogues and Tirumala Devaswom temples near Broadway is a proof of migration of Jews and local communities from Mattancherry to Ernakulam . 
According to the data available with Kerala Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Broadway came into existence during 1919 to 1935 and 1978, Broadway emerged as a prominent retail shopping place not only in Ernakulam , but for the state . It’s after 1978 that the retailing business gradually shifted out of Broadway to other roads , mainly MG Road . Broadway is a planned street and is in alignment with Park Avenue. 
In course of time , the retail market was slowly replaced by wholesale shops , and the items changed from luxury goods to hardware materials and plastic goods. The existing retail market in Broadway struggles to continue their business against various odds. 
[footnoteRef:56]“Even today if someone wants to buy office stationery or paper they go to Broadway . When it comes to bulk purchase of textiles, Broadway is a preferred choice .As rentals are very low, all kinds of merchandise are available at lower rates . Hence , the significance of Broadway and Ernakulam Market will not diminish , said Rajan Chedamubathu of centre for Heritage , Environment and Development .of Rajan Chedbathu   [56:  Personal interview of Rajan Chedbathu dated on 1nov 2022 ] 

Now shopping in Broadway and MG Road has become a great ordeal mainly because of congested streets.
Once a shopper’s paradise with an array of shops and restaurants, MG Road was a primary artery of Kochi’s commercial fare, along with Broadway. In the recent past, the famed shopping hubs have been synonymous with congestion, lack of parking space and business slowdown.
[footnoteRef:57]While traders at MG Road claim the arrival of the Metro ironically dampened their chances, the latter had prepared a report to beautify the stretch and convert it into a pedestrian plaza post metro      construction in 2017. However, the project fell apart after conception leaving MG Road is almost a shadow of its former self with clogged drains and broken pavements. While Broadway finally got its revival plan, with CSML submitting a DPR and tenders to be floated this month, MG Road stretch continues to be plagued with misery. [57:  Article “ MG road losing its prime central business district”  in Times of India dated on july 23 2018 , page no 4 ] 

“Business was slowing down even before the advent of the metro came. After construction, it became almost nil. The situation remains the same now. Lack of parking facilities, increased rent and traffic bottleneck have all played their part,” said TGF Paul, general secretary, Ernakulum Merchants Association.
G Karthikeyan, president, Kerala Merchants Chamber of Commerce, feels enabling parking space will help businesses to a large extent. “The proposal mooted by KMRL comprised pedestrianisation, with no parking facilities; the very reason it was rejected. We had requested authorities to build     a multi-level parking facility to benefit customers but the same fell through. Last week, the Assistant Commissioner of Traffic had called a meeting to resolve related issues. Traffic officials suggest measures to ban parking. But, this will do nothing to improve sales. Hopefully, Operation Anantha  would bring a solution to clogged drains and the waterlogged road,” he said. Earlier, KMRL had suggested converting MG Road into a pedestrian plaza, . Such a plaza comprises one-way vehicular traffic, pedestrian-friendly facilities, street performances and outdoor dining. It would also contain proper storm water drainage systems. Most modern cities have adopted this form of development. The pedestrian plaza was supposed to extend from Maharaja’s to the Madhava Pharmacy Junction. However, a few business traders opposed the report which became politicised, eventually leading to the project being dropped, said D Dhanuraj, chairman, Centre for Public Policy Research. He added that notion that awareness about the project must be effectively spread among the stakeholders involved.
[footnoteRef:58]"Business traders had genuine concerns. As  per the report, vehicles would be able to traverse one-way. This had them wondering about the state of shops on the other side. A. If the feeder services employed at Metro functioned efficiently, parking space would not be a problem. The report also involved a hop-on service. Unfortunately, the larger public was unable to get the thrust of the project. Residents’ associations and the Corporation could have been more involved," he said. [58:  Article “ MG road losing its prime central business district”  in Times of India dated on july 23 2018 , page no 4] 

Meanwhile, KMRL sources said they had held discussions with various stakeholders. “During the initial phase of the discussions, the outcome wasn’t fruitful. They are keen to beautify the stretch,” said the source. 							
As per the report submitted by the Kochi Metro, vehicles would be able to travel one-way. This had the merchants wondering about the state of shops on the other side. Another primary problem is that of parking space.	
Normally chock-a-block with vehicles and pedestrians Broadway has been missing life . Most shops have no customers and even the regular street vendors who spread their wares on the footpath are not around.
[footnoteRef:59]Textile shops which have customers throughout the year say the sales have dropped by at least 60-70 per cent.
 A large stock of Kerala traditional dresses and several fancy items are bought to attract the tourists during the tourist season . But there are very less   tourists visiting Broadway now. The ban on higher denomination notes has considerably affected the tourist inflow said Bismil Rehman, a textile retailer. All shops in Broadway were closed during the lockdown . Though traders had planned to call for a strike the decision was later withdrawn. Though majority of the shops in Broadway are small retail outlets, only a few shops carry point of sales (POS) machines.  [59:  Article “ MG road losing its prime central business district”  in Times of India dated on july 23 2018 , page no 4] 

 Because of the demonetization of 500 and 1000 rupees notes shopkeepers were forced to stop after supplies refused to accept the notes said K Prabhu , a retailer at broadway . Revenue had dropped considerably . It has became unaffordable to maintain the staff strength  Rehman said . 
 [footnoteRef:60]Kochi underwent significant change over the past ten years on many fronts, but what stuck out was how the hubbub gradually moved from the MG Road stretch, Broadway, and Convent Junction to the malls in and around Edappally. [60:  Article “A testimony of Kochi’s street” in Times of India , Page No 3  ] 

The main reason given by traders who had established stores for their decline in prominence is the congested roads and lack of parking on MG Road.
Parking issues, in their opinion, are fatal for their company. According to Sulfikar Ali, district secretary of the Kerala Vyapari Vyavasayi Ekopana Samiti, "Broadway is plagued by illegal parking leaving little space for walkers while Convent Junction, once the fashion hub of Kochi, is getting smaller day by day driving away shoppers."
 Nobody would like to park their cars somewhere else and stroll a long distance to the shops, he continued. Authorities are also doing little to assist. Two-wheeler parking under the Metro pillars had originally been promised by the corporation, but it never materialised. The authorities guaranteed us the parking lot at Marine Drive when the decision was made to remove the two-wheeler parking at Broadway. Despite our reservations, we made the decision to back it. However, that didn't materialise either," Sulfikar Ali stated. 
"The CSML will now take on the undertaking. However, the company is making a contribution. Since there isn't much room remaining on Broadway specifically for parking, land in Market Road has been found. According to Shiny Mathew, the former chairperson of the Town Planning Committee, plans like skywalks are also being taken into account.
The multi-level vehicle parking/commercial complex at Kacheripady, initiated by the CSML, is still under construction. The project will utilise as much ground space as possible to meet parking demand and can hold up to 60 vehicles at once..
According to the CSML spokesperson, 72 cents of the Corporation's property have been designated for the purpose. The task was assigned to a recognised organisation under the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. A feasibility analysis is being conducted. Even though the government is moving forward with multi-level parking structures, town planning experts believe that Kochi won't benefit much from them in the long term. The project's concept is unpopular, according to Dhanuraj, chairman of the Centre for Public Policy Research, because it can only hold about 50 or 60 cars. That is incredibly small considering the project's high expenditure. Deploying hop-on, hop-off services like auto rickshaws and minivans that can run from parking lots would be the ideal solution.
The start of something is frequently the end of another item. The central business area (CBD) of Kochi city had long been MG Road. However, a parallel road called Bypass, which is located further inland, is growing so quickly that it is predicted to soon overtake MG Road as Kochi's second CBD. Bypass, which runs from Edappally toll to Vyttila, began to grow rapidly between 2008 and 2010, and it is anticipated that by 2020, it will have supplanted MG Road as Kochi's central business district. On the bypass stretch, many new spaces are being added to the market for business real estate, possibly daily.
[footnoteRef:61] In reality, Broadway surpassed fort kochi and Mattancherry as the city's business centre 100 years ago after serving as a pair for nearly 80 years. But sometime in the 1980s, even Broadway surrendered it to MG route, a different parallel the way. According to a former mayor and chairman of the Kochi Corporation's town planning committee, this is how a natural transition occurred and how traditional cities and towns emerged and grew. Originally developed on a human scale, Mattancherry and Fort Kochi have since expanded on a larger size that could be described as a "mechanical scale."   [61:    Article “can metro change the face of Kochi’s MG Road , page No 5] 

According to records, the reason over this transition is that the CBD is moving further inward due to the changing requirements of the times and the inability of the current CBD to accommodate more people and material. Additionally, the CBD of Kochi is situated between a lake and a railway line, which makes it similar to other essential towns in the country. This caused the development of additional business districts in the town. In accordance to the Kochi layout plan, which was developed 15 years ago, the area surrounding the corporation headquarters has a floor area ratio (FAR) of 1.5, while MG Road and the bypass have FARs of 2 and 2.5, respectively. Therefore, if you want to build bigger buildings, you must.
The relationship between the total amount of useable floor space permitted in the building and the total plot area on which the building occupies is known as the floor area ratio, or FAR. The higher the ratio, the more space can be introduced to a building. The greatest indication that MG Road was losing its unique position, according to commercial as well as corporate space leasing, was LuLu's decision to locate its complex on bypass Road. 
[footnoteRef:62] The presence of every important businesses, including hotels, car showrooms, malls, and office buildings, demonstrates that the bypass and Edappally area is the true business hub of Kochi. Despite the beating it got during the Kochi metro construction stage, certain individuals still think MG Road will stay the city's commercial hub. The relatively high concentration of jewellery stores, exclusive brand shops, and high layout, multi-brand shops on the MG Road will eventually necessitate shoppers from other towns and the interiors to travel there due to traffic congestion, according to Nithyanada Kamath, managing partner of Krishna novelty stores, and this operates exclusive stores of top clothing brands in kochi and somewhere else..  [62:  Newspaper article “KMRL open to demand for Kochi metro’s loop line through Menaka’in The Hindu , Page No . 7] 

But in his opinion, Kochi's business operations are still centred on the merely 4 km stretch from Madhava Pharmacy Junction to Jos Junction.
The decline of commerce in the MG Road neighbourhood and Broadway is also attributed to pollution. According to data given by the Kerala government, air pollution levels have decreased over the past few years on MG Road and South Railway Over bridge areas while they have increased around Vytilla and Irumpanam.. 
The effect of construction projects on air pollution is made evident by the respirable particulate matter in suspension (RSPM) levels recorded by the four stations inside the Ernakulam town limits in the final two months of 2014 and 2015, which ran from November to December.  The amount of pollution on MG Road increased significantly in 2014, when the metro building in the vicinity was in full equipment, from 95 to 133 microns, compared to previous years.
Residents and entrepreneurs have been showing, particularly against the concrete mixing machines installed within the framework of the BPCL-kochi refinery expansion project. In the Ambalamugal region, regarding 6-7 cement batching amenities have been built. A new petrochemical company has been set up to add to this.  
[footnoteRef:63] According to BPCL members, security precautions have been carried out, such as watering the construction site. At Irumpanam, trees have been cut down as part of the road widening project. Therefore, there is no vegetation to soak up toxins.  Before beginning these initiatives, some green belts ought to have been developed. Trading has a hard time thriving because people who live nearby or visit for purchasing are frequently referred to as respiratory disease patients.  [63:  E Article “ broadway shops closing” by Michael Goldstein on 4 October 2022] 

[footnoteRef:64]Environmentalist S Seetharaman said that fine particles of cement generated by these plants become smog or remain suspended in the air . While the bigger particles settle down in our body , clothes and homes .  [64: E Article “ broadway shops closing” by Michael Goldstein on 4 October 2022] 

A key driver in the decrease of trade and business in MG Road and Broadway was globalisation. Due to it, the local textile sector and other companies encountered many problems. The number of connections between socio-ecological systems grows as a result of globalization, and new factors are introduced that affect resilience processes. Therefore, developing cross-scale institutional connections—a feature of the globalization process—is vital to social and ecological robustness. The effects of globalisation can have long-term costs (losses in ecosystem services) that can greatly outweigh their advantages in situations in which there are no or weak institutions to govern. 
[footnoteRef:65]Due to globalization, regional companies are now at risk from things like price swings, unstable profits, and erratic demand and supply. The established sectors have adopted a downsizing policy because they are now profit-driven and place a strong stress on cost-cutting. Because the labour force in the unorganised sector is not protected, they are forced to take jobs for poor pay and have no employment security, provident fund, medical facilities, or paid time off. Labour has moved from the organised to the unorganised sphere as a result of globalisation. Due to globalisation and the rise of massive textile retailers like Seemati and Jaylakshmi Silks, even tiny textile manufacturing companies have disappeared. It is disheartening that the level of job opportunities in the small-scale sector has stayed stable. [65:  Jstore article “ globalisation and its impact on local industry”] 

The government actually encouraged the replacement of domestic goods by imports, which has reduced the market size for goods produced by domestic labor, putting down the salaries of workers and putting their jobs in danger. The government actually promoted the substitution of local goods by imports. Due to the fact that only effective labour is employed by profit-driven businesses, trade unions are less effective at negotiating higher pay and job security for workers. Workers were forced to take pay reductions, the freezing of expense reimbursement and other benefits, and ultimately a reduction in the labour force in order to prevent losing their jobs towards conclusion.
Additionally, the domestic market is served by SSI, which manufactures a wide range of goods including confections, spices, drinks, natural essence oils, dyes, sports goods, wooden furniture, glass, ceramic, and earthen wares, cotton and woollen knitted products, silk and synthetic wear, leather shoes, bags, garments, and novelty items, plastic items, survey instruments, auto parts, clocks and watches, musical instruments, lab chemicals, and basic metallic and non-metallic mineral products. Additionally, it helps to preserve many of the customary and tribal techniques and goods for which our nation is renowned. It leads to "rural urbanisation" and "rural industrialization," which creates a regional equilibrium.
[footnoteRef:66] Due to Covid, conditions on MG Road and Broadway are significantly worse than they are on the streets of Kochi, as evidenced by the sharp drop in the number of families lugging their Onam buying bags while hopping from store to store. Onam is losing its spirit and the sheen it had five years ago, specialists say, so you should. [66: ] 

[footnoteRef:67]Covid -19 pandemic  played a major role in the public toll on the commerce of MG Road and Broadway . During Covid   the sales of Broadway and MG Road  dropped drastically. Shakeel PM and his brother Siraj have a shop in  Broadway  street and their business have been slowed  down since   ,  the outbreak of the pandemic. Their  shop,  does a business in raincoats, schoolbags , tiffin boxes , umbrellas and stationary items  , they are part who other  thousands of small shopkeepers whose livelihood is hit rock bottom by the lockdown. He says there is no business for them if the schools are shut . But now business is steadily  getting back to how it used to be before pandemic. [footnoteRef:68] At Ernakulam Jew Street,  there another shop of   Roy K P that  faces a same crisis. This shop does its business in gift articles and statutes it also does not have any business . According to Roy K P at least a 15-20 percent shop closed down permanently   in the heart of Kochi, including MG Road and Broadway. There was at least 100 shops that  have closed down.  These shops have had 4-5 employees and these employees used to employ at least 500 people and now all of them lost  their jobs in the due to Covid .  According to  official record , these industry bodies employ lakhs of people  in small shops have lost their jobs in this pandemic while hundreds of small shop owners are on the verge of bankruptcy due to the mounting loans debts , which because of all the problems related to Covid are not in the position  to repay. Trade associations  also complain about the disinterested  inadequate response of both the Central and the state governments as the draconian and prolonged lockdowns has been  a huge blow to the businesses. [67:  Personal interview of shakeel PM date on 1/12/2022, stationary shop ]  [68:  Article on business decline in mg road and broadway in Times of India, page 5] 


According to Binny Emmatty who is a member of  Kerala Vyapari Vyavasayi samiti the lockdown  become the final nail in the coffin for  small and big business and   traders. The slow down and decline of business started   from the days of demonetisation, which was worsened by the two consecutive back to back years of flood in the state.  Financial  help and   packages were  announced by the Kerala government for other sectors but these packages are benefited by big business men , the small traders and small shops segment are left to fend for themselves, even  though they employ thousands of people in the state. 



Thus from being the commercial hub to its decline Mg Road and broadway  came a long way.																																																	
                                          
                                              CHAPTER V
                                             CONCLUSION 
From time immemorial ,the name cochin has been imprinted in golden letters for its trade activities from within the country and outside the country . Its spice trade making the most deepest impact . With the coming of  Vasco de Gama in 15th century  at  Calicut ,it changed the entire economic and political scenario of Kerala. The Portuguese were followed by Dutch, French, and English. There were other  various communities of the subcontinent who  also came for trade and settled down in Kochi and made Kochi there home town . Among them ,Gujarathis , Jains, Konkanis, Tamils, Punjabis , Marathis , Bengalis , Pathans, , Kutchis, setis , Kashmiris , to name a few . The modern kochi city is the perfect example of how cultural diversity and inclusiveness can lead to the economic development of the city . Material evidences such as the coins , potteries, inscriptions , ceramics, architecture tell us about trade and economic activities around in kochi . During the course of the research and analysis , it become evident that as the time changes the pattern of  trade  and commerce also changes and centre of trade also changes like it was Fort 	Kochi and Mattancherry before , now its MG Road and Broadway . This case study is unique because it highlights how trade and commerce have changed since the medieval and modern period especially in MG Road and Broadway . 
This work has been completed in three chapters with the second and third chapter concerning with actual study of the subject matter . The first chapter helped understand the historical analysis of trade and commerce in Cochin. Basic Basically reasons and events that made cochin the major port that was the centre of trade activities and its trade relation with countries like Romans, Arabs, Chinese , Portuguese etc.  The chapter also analyse the different forms of trade , medieval markets that existed in Kochi , and mode of exchange in the 19th century Cochin .A detail analysis of how  changing political dynamics impacted the trade and expansion of mercantile network in cochin and the role of local rulers in extending the merchant communities in cochin. The research also gives a special mention about the common occupation and trade of cochin during the 19th and 20th century . 
The second chapter focuses specifically to the history of  MG Road and Broadway and how both of them emerged as the commercial hub of Kochi . The result of this research is that Broadway has not changed much in physical aspect , expect there is a lot of issue due to lack of parking spaces which has become a reason for its trade decline. MG Road however changed drastically . The MG Road today was very different from what we see today.  MG road now is a biggest jewellery outlet of Ernakulum district but before that Broadway used to be the shoppers jewellery outlet. This chapter gives in-depth analysis of major trading communities   of Broadway and MG Road such as the Guajarati community , Naina Muslim community , Tamil textile traders , Saraswat Brahmin community and various trade industries of both the road such as cashew nut industry , textile industry, Handloom Industry etc. 
The third chapter deals with present scenario of both MG Road and Broadway. After the political shift during post-independence period brought several changes in the MG Road and Broadway , which are understood by this chapter. The old trading groups have paved way for new trading communities . The chapter points out the various problems MG Road and Broadway faces due to lack of parking spaces and clogged drainage especially during the rainy season. Demonetisation of notes and Covid 19 affected severely the  economy and trade of both MG Road and Broadway . Detail Research on how capitalism and globalisation paved wave for machine made textile goods and replaced handicrafts items and khadi textile of India in MG Road.
The work has, to an extend been successful in answering some of the questions raised during the proposal of the subject. The Project was successful in understanding the evolution and various changes underwent by Broadway and MG Road since its inception. The Commercial connection and relation between Broadway and MG Road and the main trading and business class groups of MG Road. The impact of Kochi Metro and the current status of Broadway and MG Road.
The work however fails to showcase the exact history of the lost business and trade of MG Road and Broadway and there is more scope for research in this subject. It also does not go into in-depth of various trading groups, how they became dominate trading groups in MG Road and Broadway. It can be a subject for future studies. 
Depending mainly on interviews and books, this work has hence been able to somewhat give a glimpse of history of trade and commerce of MG Road and Broadway.   
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