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                                                 Supervising  Teacher:  Ms.  Athira  Babu  
Things  Fall  Apart  is  a  post-colonial  work  by  the  African  writer  Chinua  Achebe  through  which  he  conveys  the  Igbo  culture  in  post-colonial  period  and  is  followed  by  the  sequel  No  Longer  At  Ease.  It  shows  how  the  Gender  is  mattered  as  a  part  of  culture.  The  men  were  given  more  importance  than  women,  which  distinguishes  them  on  the  basis  of  gender.  Gender  are  considered  across  the  world.  Although  the  civilizations  occurred  as  had  brought  changes  in  some  parts  of  the  world  were  still  the  grouping  between  male  and  female  in  case  of  racial  discrimination  remained  the  same  in  post-colonial  period.  Through  this  project,  I  am  trying  to  convey  the  male  domination  were  women  are  subordinated  under  the  violence  of  men  in  a  society.  Also  the  domination  of  the  British  people  over  the  Africans  in  the  same  era.
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                                                     Introduction
             Everyone  has  the  right  to  live  without  discrimination  in  the  society.  There  are  certain  laws  that  allow  everyone  to  lead  their  life  and  free  from  discrimination.  Every  individuals  are  considered  to  be  irrespective  of  class,  caste,  gender,  colour  etc.  But  there  are  people  in  society  which  can  be  a  reason  for  gender  discrimination.  There  are  various  reasons  for  the  emergence  of  discrimination  that  exist  in  the  society  long  ago.  Any  matter  can  lead  to  discrimination  and  one  such  factor  is  gender.
             Gender  can  be  a  part  of  one’s  identity  which  distinguishes  both  the  sexes,  that  is  male  and  female.  It  can  be  a  cause  for  violence  against  women  by  men  in  a  society.  It  can  act  like  a  margin  to  which  women  are  subordinated.  The  role  of  gender  practiced  in  a  society  is  very  important.  There  certain  ways  and  instructions  given  to  both  the  groups,  in  what  way  must  they  behave  and  hence  it  is  followed  in  among  the  social  groups  and  are  called  as  norms.  There  are  specific  areas  designed  for  both  men  and  women  even  in  some  institutions.  Everyone  are  forced  obey  the  norms  without  any  restrictions  in  the  society. 
             Things  Fall  Apart  is  a  post-colonial  novel  by  Chinua  Achebe  where  we  come  across  such  norms  practiced  in  the  society.  Chinua  Achebe  is  a  Nigerian  novelist,  critic  who  was  influenced  by  the  traditional  Igbo  culture  and  Christianity  in  post-colonial  Africa.  He  was  one  of  the  central  figure  modern  African  literature.  He  wrote  several  novels  on  how  the  African  people  was  marginalized  due  to  their  colour  which  became  an  identical  factor  to  move  them  on  one  side.  The  gender  discrimination  is  only  present  in  a  societal  sphere  which  is  visible  between  men  and  women.   Things  Fall  Apart  is  one  novel  where  gender  discrimination  is  portrayed  as  a  part  of  their  culture.  
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  	The  grouping  among  people  in  society  are  recognized  in  various  ways.  It  can  be  gender  bias  that  occurs  in  the  society  and  among  the  men  on  the  basis  of  their  masculine  behaviour.  Men  are  grouped  with  the  way  they  behave  in  society  and  with  distinct  character.  By  recognizing  the  men  by  analysing  their  mode  of  behaviour  with  other  people  especially,  with  women  are  quite  helpful  in  stating  to  kind  of  masculine  nature  he  portrays  while  leading  his  life  in  a  particular  society.  Thus  it  is  very  useful  in  the  configuration  of  each  men  living  in  a  social  group  which  distinguish  them  in  several  ways.
             No  Longer  At  Ease  by  Chinua  Achebe  portrays  such  instances  distinguishes  the  men  in  the  book  when  the  African  men  emigrate  to  the  European  countries  in  post-colonial  period.  Emigrating  from  one  country  to  other  can  result  in  the  differences  shown  by  the  people  of  that  nation.  Colour  can  be  a  major  cause  of  the  issues  that  occurs  to  the  black  people  in  such  situations  which  results  in  identity  crisis.  Each  person  are  denoted  by  their  colour,  gender  and  other  distinctive  elements  which  is  responsible  for  shaping  a  society.
                  The  chosen  works  for  the  purpose  of  study  in  the  domain  are,  Things  Fall  Apart(1958)  and  No  Longer  At  Ease(1960)  by  Nigerian  novelist  Chinua  Achebe.  Chapter 1  is  the  theory  been  used  in  rest  of  the  chapters.  As  the  first  work  bears  the  gender  bias  where  women  subordinate  and  their  passive  nature  and  the  factors  that  denotes  the  masculinity  and  femininity  in  the  novel  which  is  seen  in  Chapter 2.  Chapter 3,  portrays  the  masculine  nature  of  men  which  distinguishes  them  while  living  in  a  society.  

                                                                    Chapter 1                                                      
                                   An Introduction to Masculinity Studies 
                                                           Gender  order  theory
                        Gender  Order  theory  by  RW  Connell  says  about  how  the  gender  is  mattered  in  grouping  men  and  women  in  a  society.  It  is  a  socially  constructed  phenomenon  to  distinguish  both  sex.  Gender  is  formed  and  performed  in  society  in  responds  to  particular  situations.  It  mainly  focuses  on  the  reproductive  area  which  is  not  a  biological  base.  The  gender  was  given  more  importance  in  society  and  men  were  considered  as  superiors  and  women  were  considered  as  inferiors  due  to  their  lack  of  reasoning.   
                      Practice  relevant  with  this  structure  is  by  distinguishing  the  behaviour  of  man  that  is,  through  masculinity  and  femininity  which  can  be  named  as  configuration  of  gender  practice.  The  elements  of  recognizing  men  in  a  group  which  forms  a  society  is  a  phenomenon  which  is  an  example  of  gender  practice  in  shaping  a  society.  Masculinity  and  femininity  helps  in  identifying  with  gender  and  the  nature  of  people  especially,  men  to  figure  out  the  configurations  that  structures  the  gender  roles.
                        Masculinity  and  femininity  also  categorize  the  four  groups  which  Connell  state  in  her  theory  such  as,  hegemonic  masculinity,  subordinate  masculinity,  complicit  masculinity  and  marginalized  masculinity  and  their  authority  and  role  in  society.  These  are  the  different  groups  based  on  gender  among  men  in  contrast  with  femininity.  It  also  structures  the  power  and  authority  to  prove  what  kind  of  masculine  nature  they  have  and  is  more  concentrated  on  the  femininity  and  passiveness  which  it  includes. 
                                                                                                                                                    4
                     Masculinity  studies  deals  with  the  mode  of  character  of  men  in  contrast  with  femininity. The  term  masculinity  commonly  means  the way  how  men behaves  in  a  society.  It  also  tells  that  how  a  man  should  be  well  behaved  in  a  society.  In    countries  which  follows  the  patriarchal  systems   give  importance  to  masculinity.  It  is  said  that  historical  research  suggest  that  it  was  true  before  the eighteenth  century  in  European  culture.  However,  it  portrays  the  nature  of  man,  his  characteristics,  behaviours  when  he  lives  in  a  society.
                     Sometimes  culture  can  have  an  impact  on  the  concept  of  ‘Masculinity’.  Men  are  considered  as  superior  than  women  in  a  society.  It  is  because,  men  thinks  in  a  rational  way  and  women  often  gives  importance  to  emotions.   The  men  were  given  authority  and  power  to  be  the  head  of   an  office  or  institution.  Gender  can  be  a  matter  for  such  kind  of  subordination  of  women  where  women .  Patriarchy  is  a  set  of  rules  and  regulations  were  men  is  given  more  importance  than  women  which  can  be  seen  when  it  comes  to  power  relations,  while  working  in  an  institution.  
                   Hegemonic  masculinity  can  be  defined  as  the  configuration  of  gender  practice  which  embodies  the  currently  accepted  answer  to  the  problem  of  the  legitimacy  of  women.  (Connell 1995 ).  It  is  seen  in  patriarchal  society  where  men  are  given  more power  than  women  as  part  of  their  culture.  The  women  were  seen  as  subordinates  and  must  obey  the  instructions  of  men  in  which  we  can  see  in  some  families  where  men  is  given  more  authority  and  power.  Gender  practices  also  leads  to  a  set  of  norms  and  regulations  which  is  been  practiced  especially  in  a  patriarchal  society.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                  5                                                                                                                                                                                                     Nevertheless,  hegemony  is  likely  to  be  established  only  if  there  is  some  correspondence  between  cultural  ideal  and  institutional  power,  collective  if  not  individual  (Connell  1995 ).  It  is  also  a  dominant  form  of  masculinity.  Power,  authority,  wealth  and  violence  are  some  factors  of  hegemonic  masculinity.  When  the  defence  for  patriarchal  system  comes  by  time  the  dominance  of  particular  masculinity  are  eroded.  Patriarchy  follows  hegemonic  masculinity  which  suppresses  the  women  within  a  domestic  sphere.  The  impact  of  culture  in  a  patriarchal  society  can  be  a  cause  for  particular  masculinity.  The  society  which  obeys  such  type  of  masculinity   see  men  as  an  ideal  figure.  The  violence  which  women  faces  in  a  society  results  in  the  dominance  of  men  which  is  termed  as  ‘Hegemonic’  masculinity.  
                      ‘Hegemony  is  relates  to  the  cultural  dominance  in  the  society  as  a  whole’  (Connell 1995).  There  are  gender  relations  which  distinguishes  the  people  in  a  society  of  its  dominance  and  the  subordination  among  group  of  men.  Gender  based  dominance  do  exists  in  the  society  which  can  subdivide  the  men  within  a  society.  In European  and  American  countries  it  can  be  seen  in  between  th heterosexual  men  and  the  homogeneous  men.  The  homogeneous  men  are  subordinates  to  the  heterosexual  men  who  has  power  and  dominance  in  the  society.  They  face  cultural  abuse  and  violence  among  other  men.  The  subordination  of  homosexual  men  and  the  dominance  of  the  heterosexual  men  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  society.  
                    These  practices  against  the  subordination  of  homosexual  men  were  listed  early  in  Gay  liberation  text  books.  For  instance:  Dennis  Altman’s  Homosexual:  Oppression  and  Liberation.    Gayness  in  men  among  a  patriarchal  society  are  expelled  from  hegemonic  masculinity  in  the  same.  In  a  society  following  patriarchy  society  gayness in men  is  associated  with  femininity.  Some  heterosexual  men  are  expelled   
                                                                                                                                                    6  from  the  society  by  attributing  names  which  are  part  of  abuse  like  sissy,  ladyfinger,  candy  ass  etc.  There  are  some  of  the  names  given  by  the  society  to  portray  feminine  nature.  In  a  nutshell,  subordination  between  men  also  exists  in  a  society  which  follows  hegemonic  masculinity.  It  also  views  gayness  in  men  in  relation  with  femininity  among  the  group  of  There  is  a  kind  of  masculinity  were  hegemonic  patterns  are  less.  Men  under  this  masculinity  pattern  does  not  challenge  the  hegemonic  masculinity.  It  is  difficult  to  point  out  the  men  who  express  hegemonic  masculinity  even  if  he  doesn’t  fit  within  the  category.  These  are  men  who  belong  to  a  category  where  they  are  accepted  as  men  even  though  they  are  hegemonic  but  not  fully  hegemonic.  Men  who  possess  this  type  of  masculinity  can  be  seen  as  a  member  of  a  patriarchal  society  without  exhibiting  complete  hegemonic  pattern  in  their  behaviour .
                        The  men  who  comes  under  this  masculinity  are  considered  as  masculine  among  other  subordinate  and  marginal  group  of  men.  They  were  not  categorized  as  either  of  the  above  mentioned  group  in  a  hegemonic  society  even  though  they  are  the  men  having  dominance  in  the  same.   For  instance: These  men  respect  their  wives  and  mothers  but  are  not  violent  towards  women.  They  never  show  violence  towards  women  whereas  a  men  with  hegemonic  masculinity  are  just  the  opposite  of  this  masculinity.  However  they  are  between  hegemonic  and  subordinate  masculinity,  they  are  not  been  compared  with  femininity  and  have  a  position  in  the  society  as  men  who  are  masculine  in  nature.  Thus,  in  the  society  they  have  their  own  space  which  the  subordinates  and  the  marginalized  group  of  men  lack  in  the  society.
                       Hegemony,  subordination  and  complicity  are as  just  mentioned  as  relations  which  is  internal  to  the  gender  order.  There  is  an  interplay  of  gender  with  
                                                                                                                                                    7  other  areas  such  as  class  and  race  between  masculinities.  Race  can  be  a  cause  for  marginalization.  For  instance:  Among  the  whites,  black  men  are   marginalized  creating  a  hierarchical  division.  The  group  of  men  who  falls  to  this  kind  of  masculinities  doesn’t  get  benefits  of  the  hegemonic  masculinity.  These  are  a  group  of  men  who  lacks  the  privileges  in  the  society  which  they  deserve.  Their  space  are  being  limited  within  a  boundary  by  the  other  men  in  the  society.
                         The  men  in  marginalized  masculinity  face  many  challenges  among  other  group  of  men  in  a  particular  society.  In  one  way  they  are  considered  as  the  others  as  men  who  comes  under  the  subordinate masculinity.  Although  they  are  somewhat  similar  but  have  different  spaces  in  the  society.  While,  the  relation  between  marginalization  and  authorization  may  also  be  seen  in  between  the  subordinate  masculinities.  Also,  there  are  certain  limitations  in  the  society  for  the  men  who  are  identified  with  subordinate  and  the  marginalized  masculinity.
As  mentioned  above,  there  are  four  types  of  masculinities  showing  different  nature  in  the  society.  The  men  in  a  particular  society  is  categorized  to  the   different  groups  of  men  in  the  same.  These  are  the  different  groups  of  masculinities  as  per  Connell’s  masculinity  studies  where  she  analyse  the  four  main  groups  of  masculinities  which  are  gender  based.  Indeed  they  shows  the  power, authority,  violence  especially  against  the  other  types  of  masculinities.   
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                                  The  Role  of  Gender  in  Shaping  Society  
                       Africa  is  a  nation  which  follows  patriarchy  which  can  be  associated  with  hegemonic  masculinity  in  which  man  is  an  ideal  dominant  figure.  In  a  society  like  Africa  where  men  are  given  more  control  over  women  shows  masculine  nature.  
                       Things  Fall  Apart  is  a  post-colonial  work  by  Chinua  Achebe.  The  novel  created  an  awareness  among  people  about  the  situations  of  Africa  by  the  interference  of  the  British  people.  Trying  to  make  the  nation  civilized  had  given  rise  to  lots  of  problems.  Novel  depicts  the  changes  of  the  Africa  and  its  people  made  by  the  British  by  act  of  civilization.   Through  the  novel,  we  come  across  the  life  of  Okonkwo  and  the  role  of  gender  and  it’s  structure  in  figuring  out  a  society.   
                      The  novel  portrays  the  life  of  Okonkwo,  a  man  who  follows  the  Igbo  culture.  He  belongs  to  the  Igbo  tribe  in  Africa.  He  is  a  man  of  action  and  a  hegemonic  masculine  figure.  He  has  taken  titles  in  his  clan,  in  Umofia.  His  wives    were  afraid  of  him  because  of  his  hegemonic  masculine  nature.  He  is  an  ideal  figure  of  hegemonic  masculinity,  who  grows  ‘yams’  in  his  compound in  which  could  be  symbolized  as  a  sign  of  masculinity.  Physical  power,  wealth,  authority  and  violence  represents  masculinity  in  him.  He  doesn’t  like  to  be  like  his  father  who  was  a  debtor  and  without  masculine  nature.  However,  he  wants  to  be  a  hegemonic  male,  so  he  doesn’t  follows  the  path  of  his  father.  Okonkwo  was  an  active  man  and  he  looks  after  his  family,  the  quality  which  his  father  Unoka  lacked.  
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                         ‘Yams’  are   major  crops  that  is  been  cultivated  and  seen  in  Africa.  It  is  the  traditional  food  of  African  culture.  Yams  are  the  crops  in  Africa  that  were  cultivated  by  men.  For  instance:  “His  mother  and  sisters  worked  hard  enough,  but  they  grew  women’s  crops,  like  coco- yams,  beans  and  cassava.  Yams,  the  king  of  crops,  was  a  man’s  crop”  (Achebe 22).  This  is  one  of  their  cultural  crops  which  proves  the  masculine  nature  of  man  in  African  society.  However,  there  are  certain  womanly  crops  as  above  mentioned  such  as  beans  and  cassava  which  is  a  part  of   femininity  in  the  novel.  There  are  some  male  characters  in  the  novel  who  are  portrayed  as  shy,  weak  etc.  with  a  stereotypical  feminine  nature.  
The  folktales  narrated  by  women  to  their  children  and  its  influences  in  them  also  make  them  feminine  which  is  reflected  in  their  behaviour.  For  example:  Nowye.  Female  characters  in  the  novel  belonging  to  Igbo  tribe  are  often  passive  in  nature.  They  look  after  their  husbands  and  children  in  the  society  they  live.  They  were  considered  as  subordinates  to  men  in  patriarchal  society.  Hence  they  were  not  given  equal  space  and  men  shows  their  violent  nature  towards  them  because  they  were  meant  to  be  weak  in  the  society.                          
                           ‘Nwoye’  is  okonkwo’s  eldest  son.  He  was  influenced  by  the  folktales  from  his  mother  which  shaped  his  character  in  a  passive  way.  Okonkwo  wanted  him  to  be  a  boy  and  behave  in  a  masculine  manner.  He  was  a  lazy  and  a  weak  boy  resembling  Okonkwo’s  father.  His  laziness   and  weak  nature  portrays  the  femininity  in  him.  Okonkwo  wished  he  would  be  active  like  his  half- sister  Ezinma.   African  tribes  follow    patterns  of  masculinity  among  the  social  groups.  He  needs  his  sons  to  follow  the  hegemonic  masculinity  as  seen  in  the  society.  
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                              Ikemefuna  is  a  boy  from  another  family,  Okonkwo  and  his  family  members  treated  him  as  one  among  them.  He  was  the  one  who  influenced  Nwoye  and  made  him  behave  in  a  passive  way  until  his  death.  But  Ikemefuna  is  an  example  of  marginalized  masculinity  among  the  men  of  Umofia.  He  came  from  a  neighbouring  village  to  Okonkwo  whom  he  called  as  father.  It  was  after  the  murder  of  Ikemefuna  that  Nwoye  returns  to  his  passive  behaviour  which  Okonkwo  hated  in  him.  
                            Oberika   was  Okonkwo’s  friend  in  Umofia.  He  helps  Okonkwo  when  he  was  in  exile.  He  visits  Okonkwo  in  Mbanta  to  talk  with  him.  He  is  an  example    complicit  masculinity  and  he  questions  some  of  the  traditions  in  Igbo  culture.  He  was  against  the  violence  which  occurred  in  the  society.   At  the  time  of  his  daughter’s  wedding  her  suitor  brings  several  pots  to  the  brides  house  which  proves  that  the  suitor  has  the  qualities  of  a  hegemonic  male  and  he  can  look  after  his  family  as  per  the  society  expectations.  When  the  pots  increases  the  bride’s  family,  her  relatives  say  that  her  suitor  is  a  man  thereby  accepted  by  the  society.  It  is  also  a  mode  of  portraying  masculinity  in  the  novel  from  the  perspective  of  the  Igbo  community.  The  same  way  of  projecting  masculinity  is  also  seen  in  Uchendu’s  daughter’s  wedding.   Moreover  he  was  thoughtful  and  logical  when  they  talk  about  their  traditions  and  customs.  Each  society  also  have  a  way  of  shaping  a  man  and  his  behaviour  according  to  its  set  of  norms  which  can  be  projected  through  men.   
                       Maduka  was  smart  and  intelligent  among  Oberika’s  children.  He  was  a  manly  figure  who  was  good  in  grasping  and  understanding  things.  He  catches  up  the  words  before  Oberika  completes  the  sentence.  He  was  fond  of  wrestling  and  was  impressed  by  Okonkwo.  Okonkwo  wished  his  son  Nwoye  to  be  like  Maduka.  He  had  
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                        The  Medicine  man  is  introduced  as  the  doctor  who  treats  and  cures  the  sick  people  in  Umofia.  He  gave  the  medicine  to  Okonkwo  when  Ezinma  was  feverish.  He  is  a  hegemonic  man  but  he  respects  the  women  who  comes  to  consult  him.  He  is  portrayed  as  the  complicit  masculine  man.  Indeed  it  was  a  great  help  to  Okonkwo’s  family  by  finding  a  solution  for  curing  Ezinma  from  the  fever  she  had  as  she  was  the  only  daughter  of  Ekwefi,  Ooknkwo’s  second  wife.  He  was  a  known  person  in  Umofia.  He  deals  with  the  solutions  of  every  kind  of  health  issues.
                      Enoch  is  a  convert  to  Christianity  from  Igbo  tribe  in  Umofia.  Although  he  converted  to  Christianity,  his  disrespectful  act  shown  to  the  mask  at  the  time  of  Annual  ceremony  to  honour  their  Earth  deity  had  led  to  a  clash  between  the  church  and  the  Igbo  people  in  colonial  Africa.  His  disrespectful  nature  to  the  deity  of  Igbo  religion  leads  to  the  changes  in  the  environment  of  the  church  and  hence  it  destroyed  the  church.  This  provokes  James  Smith’s  anger  towards  the  local  tribal  people.  Indeed  he  is  a  marginalized  masculine  man  from  the  perspective  of  Igbo  culture  as  a  result  of  the  civilizing  act  by  the  colonizers,  who  came  their  as  English  missionaries.
                     An  old  man  achieved  the  four  titles  of  Umofia,  his  name  was  Ogbuefi  Ezeudu.  A  warrior  in  Umofia  and  an  eldest  clan  leader  was  given  the  greetings  given  to  the  military  man  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  respects  the  hegemony  of  the  
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                     Akunna  was  one  of  the  clan  leaders  of  Umofia.  He  is  presented  as  a  hegemonic  masculine  man  in  their  clan.  Mr.  Brown  had  made  a  visit  to  Akunna’s  hut  and  had  a  discussion  with  him  about  the  cultures.  Brown  tries  to  convert  Akunna  to  Christianity  by  but  still  he  sticks  to  his  Igbo  tribal  culture.  He  acts  like  a  bridge  between  both  the  cultures.  Brown  understands  about  Akunna  and  his  belief  in  his  culture  and  convinced  him  about  the  new  culture  that  he  is  trying  to  bring  in  Umofia.  Akunna  had  an  impact  in  many  of  the  members  of  his  clan.                     
                        One  of  the  wealthy  and  respected  man  among  the  other  men  in  Umofia,  Nwakibie  is  one  of  the  respected  wealthy  masculine  figure  because  he  had  a  compound  full  of  ‘Yams,  the  king  of  crops’  (Achebe 22).  Several  people  came  to  him  for  buying  Yams  but  he  was  not  ready  to  give  it.  He  is  a  hegemonic  masculine  man  as  he  was  fond  of  his  physical  and  economic  status.  When  Okonkwo  came  to  him  by  asking  for  some  Yams,  he  gives  it.  This  is  because  he  thought  that  Okonkwo  is  a  hardworking  man  in  farming  and  growing  Yams  for  his  family.  However,  he  helps  Okonkwo  at  the  starting  stage  of  growing  Yams  in  Okonkwo’s  compound  for  his  family.                         
                         Uchendu  is  Okonkwo’s  mothers  younger  brother.  He  gave  one  of  his  compound  for  Okonkwo  to  build  his  hut  when  he  was  in  exile.  He  was  a  hegemonic  masculine  character  because  he  tells  to  Okonkwo  that  he  must  go  to  Umofia  after  his  
                                                                                                                                                  13  seven  years  of  exile  and  tells  him  that  it  is  how  a  man  does.  He  also  tells  the  meaning  of  ‘Nneka’  that  the  mother  is  supreme,  one  of  the  common  name  which  is  given  to  the  Arican  girls.  The  importance  of  mother  and  motherland  was  explained  by  him  to  his  audience.  He  is  a  man  who  follows  the  pattern  of  hegemonic  masculinity  that  has  been  practiced  by  several  other  men  of  Mbanta.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                        Akwiku  is  Okonkwo’s  cousin  at  Mbanta.  He  informs  Okonkwo  about  Nwoye  who  was  attracted  towards  Christian  religion  by  its  songs  and  stories.  The  conversion  from  Igbo  culture  and  traditions  and  adopting  a  new  religion  and  culture  had  made  okonkwo  act  violent  to  his  first  son.  He  saw  Nwoye  among  the  Christians  that  had    occurred  in   Mbanta  when  he  went  there  for  his  seven  years  of  exile.  He  is  a  man  who  was  following  the  Igbo  traditions  and  customs    practiced  in  Africa.  He  is  an  Igbo  man  following  Unchendu’s  way  of  life.
                          Mr.  Brown  is  a  white  missionary  from  England,  known  for  his  intelligence  and  wit  for  understanding  about  the  traditions  and  customs  of  Africa  and  converting  the  native  Africans  to  Christianity.  He  tried  to  make  Africa  a  civilized  country  but  he  falls  ill  because  he  ignored  the  warning  signs  of  his  body.  He  had  won  in  converting  several  people  from  polytheism  to  monotheism.  He  had  created  an  impact  on  several  people  through  his  attitude  to  attract  them  to  a  new  religion.  Hence,  he  went  back  to  England  and  after  sometime  he  returns  to  Africa.  He  understands  how  well  the  Igbo  culture  was  rooted  in  the  traditional  African  people.  Indeed  the  conversion  of  native  African  people  to  Christianity  had  caused  several  conflicts  between  Africans  and  Western  people.  
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                        When,  Mr.  Brown  has  fallen  ill,  it  was  Mr.  James  Smith  who  was  guiding  the  converted  Africans  who  had  joined  Christianity  till  Mr.  Brown’s  returns  to  Umofia.  He  was  a  hegemonic  man  sticking  onto  Christian  religion.  He  was  the  one,  taking  care  of  the  situation  in  the  absence  of  Brown.  He  was  arrogant  in  nature  towards  other  Igbo  people  when  some  changes  had  occurred  in  the  church.  He  had  violent  nature  towards  them  because  he  thought  that  these  people  had  done  something  to  the  church  and  also,  he  was  not  as  intelligent  as  Brown.  He  was  under  Brown  and  was  doing  things  according  to  instructions  by  Brown  in  his  absence.  He  misbehaved  to  the  tribal  people  due  to  his  lack  of  understanding  to  handle  the  situation.
Kiaga  was  an  African  who  converted  to  Christianity,   who  narrated  about  the  faith  in  Christian  religion  and  helped  Brown  to  execute  his  plans  for  converting  Africans.  He  talks  about  Christianity  with  an  unshakable  faith  to  the  Igbo  people  who  joined  Christianity  including  Nwoye  by  changing  his  name  to  Isaac.  He  was  a  faithful  and  obedient  man  to  Mr.  Brown.   He  was  liked  by  Brown  and  made  an  impact  in  the  Igbo  people  in  Umofia.  
                   The  district  commissioner  arrives  due  to  the  incidents  that  had  occurred  about  the  church  in  Umofia.  He  was  a  hegemonic  and  arrogant  man  who  didn’t  give  justice    the  Igbo  people.  He  behaves  to  these  people  in  a  harsh  manner  and  act  violently  against  tribes.  He  made  the  Igbo  people  his  slaves  and  punishes  the  six  leaders  of  Umofia.  Hence  these  people  were  afraid  of  him.  The  misbehaviour  from  his  part  led  to  a  tragic  end  of  one  of  the  leaders  of  Umofia.  
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                   Like  every  other  country,  Africa  follows  configurations  of  dominance,  violence,  physical  power,  and  authority.  The  postcolonial  Igbo  men  obeys  their  culture  and  grow  Yams  in  their  field  to  portray  their  masculine  nature.  Because,  Yams  were  considered  as  male  crops.  The  dominance  can  be  seen  among  every  African  men  in  the  society.  They  take  care  of  their  family  members  and  respect  their  culture.  Most  of  the  postcolonial  Igbo  men  are  hegemonic  in  nature.  Some  are  complicit  masculinities  which  respects  culture,  society  and  women.  For  instance:  ‘Oberika’  and  marginalized  masculinities  like ‘Ikemefuna’,  give  importance  to  their  ancestors.  They  are  also  portrayed  as  protectors  and  providers.  It   is  said  that,  if  a  man  can  provide  food  and  other  facilities  for  his  family  and  are  able  to  protect  them  from  any  circumstances  then  they  are  considered  as  a  masculine  figure.
                      The  Igbo  tribal  men  are  commonly  known  as  fighters  because  they  fight  for  their  clan  and  protect  them.  There  are  maximum  of  four  titles.  Okonkwo  had  achieved  three  titles  in  Umofia.  If  a  man  had  four  titles  then  he  is  considered  to  be  superior  in  position  and  his  death  will  be  like  a  military  figure.  For  instance:  An  old  man  who  had  taken  four  titles  was  highly  considered  and  his  death  was  given  great  importance  in  the  novel.  The  titles  carry  importance  among  Igbo  men.  Their  dwelling  places  also  play  a  significant  role.  The  men’s  hut  is  called  as  Obi  by  Igbo  tribal  men  in  Africa.  
                        Proverbs  are  given  great  importance  in  the  Igbo  culture.  Every  clan  in  Africa  especially  the  men  usethe  proverb  as  a  means  of  communication.  with  each  other.  It  is  been  passed  by  generations  to  generations.  Hence,  it  leads  a  vital  role  in  their  day  to  day  life,  in  asserting  their  hegemonic  masculine  nature.  
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                            The  attitude  of  the  white  men  towards  Igbo  culture  creates  issues  among  some  of  the  Igbo  men  in  the  society.  They  tried  to  question  some  of  the  traditional  rituals  and  customs  of  the  tribe  by  pointing  out  it.  For  instance:  the  twin  children  were  thrown  out  to  the  bush  (a  piece  of  land)  in  the  Evil forest  because  they  bring  evil  in  their  family.  These  white  men  point  out  such  difference  in  the  culture  with  the  new  culture.  So  that  they  are  able  to  attract  more  people  to  Christianity.  Such  ideas  by  western  people  created  many  quarrels  between  the  church  and  the  clan  in  colonial  Africa.
The  introduction  of  the  new  culture  among  the  tribes  in  Umofia  in  the  colonial  period  had  caused  several  changes  and  issues  in  the  post-colonial  Africa.  The  emergence  of  new  culture  in  Africa  had  led  to  a  clash  between  the  traditional  Igbo  people  and  the  colonizer.  Although  it  pointed  out  the  various  circumstances  and  the  political  issues  while  having  an  acquaintance  with  a  new  religion  in  the  native  Africans  by  creating  an  inferiority  among  themselves  with  the  white  people.  The  Africans  felt  almost  inferior  while  compared  with  the  white  men.  
                     The  white  men  opposed  the  various  traditional  practices  and  the  customs  performed  in  the  tribal  culture.  They  pointed  out  the  differences  and  the  kinds  of  ritualistic  practices  in  Igbo  culture,  which  made  no  sense  to  the  white  man  who  landed  peacefully  in  Umofia.  The  way they  questioned  the  Igbo  culture  and  practices  through  their  actions  changed  the  situations  in  Africa  during  the  colonial  rule.  The  English  missionaries  who  came  there  peacefully  had  condemn  the  leaders  of  Umofia,  this  reflects  in  the  tragic  end  of  the  one’s  who  respected  their  culture  before  the  
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                     Trying  to  make  them  rationalize    their  traditions,  rituals  and  customs  had  made  an  immense  effect  in  their  culture.  The  clever  white  man  had  often  convinced  many  of  the  native  Igbo  people  to  join  the  new  culture  which  they  were  practiced  in  Umofia  by  not  making  any  disturbance  to  the  clan  in  the  act  of  converting  them  to  a  new  religion  and  to  a  new  way  of  life.  However  such  rationalizations  had  caused  various  issues  in  the  personal  believes  and  the  political  environment  of  the  country.  
The  interference  of  the  white  man  in  shaping  Africa  from  polytheistic  culture  to  monotheistic  culture  has  entirely  affected  the  political  sphere  of  the  nation.  The  difference  that  occurred  in  the  political  sphere  by  the  English  men  by  the  emergence  of  the  Christian  religion   resulted  in  an  identity  crisis.  Such  activities  from  the  western  people  in  the  form  of  colonizing  through  imperialism  changed  many  of  the  native  Africans.  They  taught  their  religion  to  Africans  through  education.  The  demonstration  by  the  whites  about  their  way  of  life  and  their  religion  in  different  forms  had  created  an  immediate  and  massive  number  of  converts  to  their  religion. 
                       In  the  Igbo  tribe,  men  are  warriors  and  fighters.  They  are  mostly  active  and  a  rare  group  are  passive  in  nature.  They  were  against  the  idea  of  civilization  brought  by  the  English  missionaries  in  the  colonial  Africa.  The  act  of  wiping  out  of  one’s  culture  by  introducing  a  new  one  didn’t  make  any  sense  to  the  traditional  Igbo  tribal  men  in  their  native  land.  They  liked  to  stick  onto  their  root  culture  practiced  in  their  society.   Coming  to  one’s  own  country  and  trying  to  convert  them  into  monotheist  religion  like  Christianity  had  led   to  a  conflict  between  the  local  traditional   
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                                                                      Chapter 3
                                            The  Structure  of  Power  and  Labour                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                        The  aftermath  of  colonization  in  Africa  had  led  to  identity  crisis  and  hybridity.  It  is  visible  through  the  people  of  Africa  who  emigrate  to  other  European  countries  such  as  Europe  and  England.  
                          The  protagonist  Obi  Okonkwo  is  the  son  of  Isaac  Okonkwo  (Nwoye)  and  Hanna.  He  was  send  to  England  by  the  African  union  to  study  law  to  handle  many  law  cases  and  to  find  a  solution  for  such  cases.   But  he  took  English  instead  of  law.  Portraying  Africans  as  corrupt  was  still  existing  in  England  in  the  post-  colonial  period.  Obi  was  an  African  man  who  faced  these  aftermath  of  the  imperialism  in  Nigeria.  He  is  an  example  of  fall  of  man.  Although  he  was  not  good  in  handling  both  the  culture  as  how  his  friend  Christopher  did,  he  can  somewhat  be  related  to  Nwoye’s  grandfather  Unoka  as  he  was  a  great  failure  (according  to  Okonkwo).  He  worked  in  civil  administrative  institution  but  was  not  like  Omo  whom  he  called  “Old  African”.    He  is  an  example  of  complicit  masculinity  in  the  novel  as  he  showed  some  respect  towards  women   he  follows  the  hegemony  in  a  peculiar  way.  He  was  in  love  with  a  girl  named  Clara  whom  he  had  met  in  England.  
                        Mr.  William  Green  was  an  English  man  and  a  colonialist  who  spread  the  British  Empire  in  Nigeria  during  the  colonial  period.  He  doesn’t  like  Obi  Okonkwo  because  he  was  an  African.  He  says  that  “Africans  is  corrupt  through  and  through” (Achebe 3).  He  was  a  hegemonic  colonialist  man  who  obeys  the  hegemony  and  dislikes  the  black  people.  He  was  an  arrogant  man  and  strongly  believes  that  
                                                                                                                                                  20  Africans  are  corrupt.  Miss  Tomlinson  supports  him  every  time  for  his  strange  behaviour  towards  the  Africans.   He  was  a  configuration  of  patriarchal  colonialism.  He  was  problematic  towards  the  protagonist  Obi  Okonkwo.   The  oppressor  oppresses  the oppressed  by  giving  more  work  in  the  form  of  labour.  However  his  character  and    approach  towards  the  Africans  was  entirely  harsh  and  was  not  convinced  by  their  attitude  and  behaviour  although  they  came  in  England  for  their  education.  He  was    against  them  and  was  trying  see  them  as  oppressed  and  was  also  against  the  Nigerians  when  he  heard  that  they  will  attain  their  independence  in  Africa.  He  was  extremely  against  the  independence  and  was  trying  to  resign  his  job  because  of  his  hegemonic  nature.  Even  in  the  post-  colonial  period  he  doesn’t  like  the  presence  of  the  blacks.  He  was  a  hegemonic  character  portrayed  by  Achebe  in  his  work. 
            As  Obi  was  in  England,  he  met  a  man  named  Joseph  Okeke  a  clerk  in  survey  department,  who  shared  his  experience  with  his  girlfriend  named  Joy.  She  was  a good  dancer. ‘Dancing  is  very  important  nowadays . No  girl  will  look  at  you  if  you  can’t  dance  (Achebe 12)’ .  Here,  he  talks  about  the  importance  of  dance  to  Obi.  As  an  art  form  dance  was  much  more  important  when  it  comes  to  the  girls  whom  they  met.  He  was  a  complicit  man  who  respects  ladies  as  it  is  portrayed  through  his  character.  He  was  one  of  the  characters  in  the  novel  who  was  once  Obi’s  room-mate  in  England.  Also  he  gave  Obi  a  place  to  stay  and  both  of  them  shared  their  experiences.  Nigeria  was  a  patriarchal  society,  his  way  of  behaviour  shows  the  complicit  nature  where  he  respects  the  ladies  in  his  society.  
                     Christopher  is  Obi’s  friend  whom  he  daily  meet.  Christopher  was  an  economist  from  London  School  of  Economics(Achebe 17).  He  was  a  different  man  with  different attitude  when  compared  to  others.  He  was  not  like  Obi  at  the  same  
                                                                                                                                                  21  time  he  was  not  an  idealist.  He  was  a  practical  man  and  never  followed  the  path  of  an  idealist  man.  He  knew  Nigeria  and  Europe  and  was  able  to  balance  both  the  cultures  for  survival.  He  was  not  a  man  like  Obi.  He  was  always  practical  in  thinking  and  knew  how  to  tackle  the  different  conditions  in  two  cultures.  He  was  a  good  friend  according  to  Obi  and  have  a  talk  with  him  when  he  was  in  England.  Christopher  was  just  the  opposite  of  Obi  Okonkwo  even  when  they  had  a  conversation.  Whichever  line  Obi  took,  Christopher  had  to  take  the  opposite  (Achebe 17).  He  was  a  complicit  masculine  man.  
Mr.  Omo,  was  the  administrative  assistant  at  Obi’s  office.  Omo  was  an  old  man  named  by  Obi  as  “old  African”.  He  is  a  submissive  man  to  the  English  colonizer  Mr.  Green.  He  respects  his  boss  Mr.  William  Green  in  old  ways.  He  was  treated  as  slaves  by  his  boss  as  he  saw  Africans  as  enemies.  He  also  have  a  balance  between  both  the  cultures.  Although  he  and  Obi  was  not  convinced  by  their  superiors  behaviour  they  did  their  job  which  was  assigned  to  them  without  fail  as  their  superiors  ordered  to  them.  Omo  and  Obi  had  faced  many  challenges  in  England  because  of  their  nationality.  However,  Omo  obeyed  his  boss  without  fail  and  he  was  a  hegemonic  man  as  he  had  given  importance  to  his  Igbo  culture.  For  instance:  ‘Mr.  Omo  jumped  to  his  feet  as  soon  as  Mr.  Green  came  in.  Simultaneously  he  pocketed  the  other  half  of  the  kola  nut  he  was  eating.’  (Achebe 59).  
                            Sam  Okoli  was  the  minister  of  the  state.  He  was  a  well-  known  politician  and   a  friend  of  Clara  and  Obi  Okonwo.  He  was  friendly  with  Obi and  complicit  man  as  he  showed  a  friendly  nature  with  Clara.  As  a  minister  of  the  state  he  respects  both  men  and  women  in the  state.  But  he  followed  hegemony  as  hegemonic  man  in  the  society.  However,  he  helped  Obi  when  he  bribed  Clara.  
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                         Simeon  Nduka  was  an  African  school  teacher.  He  was  been  questioned  by  Mr.  Jones  the  Inspector  of  Schools  and  was  feared  throughout  the  province  (Achebe 58).  Simeon  Nduka  knew  the  art  of  wrestling.  It  was  one  of  the  important  art  form  in  Nigeria  before  colonial  period.  He  had  spent  the  time   wrestling  during  his  youth.  He  was  a  good  teacher  and  was  sincere  to  his  job.  Nduka  was  a  hardworking  man  and  takes  effort  to  teach  students  as  part  of  his  job  whereas  Mr.  Jones  was  a  hegemonic  man  following  hegemony  like  Obi’s  boss  Mr.  Williams  Green.  Nduka  was  a  complicit  masculine  man  whereas  Mr.  Jones  was  a  hegemonic  man  who  dislikes  Africans.  However,  he  was  not  liked  by  Mr.  Jones  as  he  was  an  arrogant  man.  His  attitude  and  arrogant  nature  towards  Africans  is  portrayed  in  chapter  seven  of  the  novel.     
                    The  behaviour  of  the  colonizer  to  the  colonized  was  rough,  Africans  were  portrayed  as  ‘others’  among  the  whites  in  their  country.  They  had  created  an  inferiority  complex  in  the  minds  of  the  black  people  by  portraying  the  differences  and  making  them  ignore  their  culture  by  modification.  The  sense  of  inferiority  in  Africans  was  something  which  had  an  impact  upon  them  in  a  negative  manner.  For  example:  the  civil  institution   where  they  worked  in  a  foreign  land,   attitude  of  the  western  people  to  the  peoples  belonging  to  the  eastern  countries  in  the  colonial  period  was  not  only  creating  a  way  of  inferiority  but  also  were  trying  to  make  them  slaves.  It  was  easier  for  the  English  people  to  find  slaves  among  the  Africans  and  the  black  people  by  slowly  emporing  power  by  introducing  a  new  culture  which  they  say  as  a  culture  where  there  are  no  discriminations.   
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                   The  works  which  is  been  assigned  to  an  African  persons  persons  as  a  labour  is  an  example  of  making  them  as  slaves  especially  in  European  countries.    Assigning  them  the  duties  with  an  unequal  manner  was  obvious  in  one  way  or  the  other.  Behavioural  and  attitude  changes  of  white  man  in  relevance  with  the  oppressed  are  shown  in  various  circumstances  in  this  book.  Emigrants  from  Africa  to  European  countries  face  such  situations  in  their  job  and  even  from  their  superior  western  officer  in  the  institution  where  they  work.  They  also  have  an  intension  in  developing  Africans  as  slaves  which  is  portrayed  through  the  overload  of  work  they  gave  to  black  people  in  some  institutions  in  European  nations.  
Skin  colour  of  the  African  people  was  taken  and  noticed  by  the  oppressor  to  oppress  the  oppressed  as  they  considered  it  as  a  matter  to  marginalize  the  Africans   and  to  distinguish  them  from  whites.  It  is  way  to  keep  blacks  at  a  distance  in  a  white  man’s  nations  which  have  a  chance  to  create  a  conflict  in  the  particular  society.  They  never  consider  the  blacks  as  one  among  their  society  as  per  the  hegemony  they  follow. 
                             Although  Africans  were  submissive  to  the  rules  of  the  office  or  the  institution  it  was  painful  for  the  protagonist  Obi  when  he  comes  to  the  administrative  office  in  England.  The  hegemony  or  the  power  structure  in  England  was  something  which  was  given  priority  in  the  post-  colonial  period  more  than  everything.  However,  the  cruel  manner  of  portraying  Africans  as  corrupt  and  not  seeing  them  even  as  a  clerk  working  in  the  same  institution   made  them  behave  in  a  way  of  subordinates  to  other  whites.  For  instance:  “Our  Sister  Kill Joy  by  Ama  Ata  Aidoo  also  shares  the  same  experiences  which  brought  an  embarrassment  in    Sissie.  There  also  similar  kinds  
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                       In  post-  colonial  period  in  Africa,  the emigrants  faced  identity  issues  and  hybridity,  by  knowing  two   cultures  through  emigration  and  unable  to  stick on  to  one’s  own  culture  like  the  protagonist  Obi  Okonkwo.     














                                                                   Conclusion
                   Gender  roles  are  very  much  concerned  with  grouping  the  society  has  a  whole.  It  is  a  phenomenon  created  by the  society  to  distinguish  male  and  female.  It  is  a  social  practice  where  both  sexes  are  divided  and  are  designed  in  carrying  the  structure  of  the  society.  It  can  be  a  part  of  one’s  identity  and  are  associated  with  the  way  they  live  in  a  society.  It  denotes  one’s  mode  of  behaviour  when  it  comes  to  the  way  they  think  whether  it  is  rational  or  irrational.  Gender  bias  is  still  existing  in  some  parts  of  the  world.
                Women  are  submissive  to  men  on  the  basis  of  gender  in  a  particular  society.  Masculinity  and  femininity  are  two  elements  portraying  the  characteristics  of  men  and  women  in  a  social  group.   The  nature  of  men  are  always   in  contrast  with  passive  nature  of  women.  Men  often  behaves  active  and  women  is  portrayed  by  her  passive  nature.   In  both of  the  chosen  works  of  Achebe  is  well  connected  with  gender  roles  and  masculine  nature  of  men  which  cannot  be  associated  with  passivity  of  women  in  male  children  which  is  seen  Things  Fall  Apart  which  became  as  noticeable  work  of  the  author  proceeded  by  the  sequel  No  Longer  at  Ease  which  has  the  notions  of  differentiating  both  the  gender  on  the  basis  of  physical  power,  social  status,  authority  and  wealth.  These  are  some  of  the  factors  that  prove  the  hegemonic  nature  in  man  while  living  in  a  particular  society  where  it  is  having  more  importance.
                    Although  it  is  mattered  among  people  in  a  particular  society  is  more  concerned  with  the  norms  carried  out  by  the  society  from  long  back.  These  set  of  norms  are  passed  from  generation  to  generation  which  is  seen  Things  Fall  Apart  where  Okonkwo  corrects  his  daughter  Ezinma  when  she  sits  in  a  chair.   These  norms  
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                The  violence  faced  by  Africans  in  European  countries  are  clearly  portrayed  in  sequel  No  Longer  At Ease  by  the  same  author.  Trying  to  bring  out  civilization  has  caused  many  issues  relevant  with  such  matters  are  portrayed  through  these  novels.  Although,  the  civilization  had  brought  many  changes  in  Africa  which  results  in  identity  crisis  in  Africans  working  abroad.    
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