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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
A corona virus is a kind of common virus that causes an infection in your noise, sinuses or upper throats. Most corona virus isn’t dangerous. In early 2020, after a December 2019 outbreak in china, the world health organisation identified SARS – Cov– 2 as new types of corona virus .the outbreak quickly spreads around the world. Covid 19 is the disease caused by SARS - COV-2 that can trigger what doctors call a respiratory tract infection. it can affect your respiratory tract [ sinuses, nose , and throat] or lower respiratory tract [ windpipe and lungs] . It spreads the same way other corona virus do mainly through persons to person contact.
SARS –COV – 2 is one of seven types of corona virus including the ones that causes several diseases like Middle East respiratory syndrome [MERS] and sudden acute respiratory syndrome [SARS]. The other corona virus causes most of the colds that affect us during the year, but aren’t a serious threats for otherwise healthy people.
A Chinese study of 103 covid 19 cases found two strains, which they named L and S. The S types are older but the L types were more common in early stages of the outbreak. They think one may causes more cases of the diseases than the other, but they are still working on what it all means. It is also normal for a virus change or mutate as it infects people and this virus has done so. There are several variants which have been named for the regions they were first discovered but they how now spreads to other area and countries. The main symptoms include fever, coughing , shortness of breath , trouble, breathing , fatigue, body aches, headaches, chills, sometimes with shaking , sore throat , congestion , runny nose ,loss of smell or taste , nausea, diarrhoea.
Virus can lead to pneumonia; respiratory failure heart problems, liver problem, septic shock and death many covid 19 complications may be caused by a condition known as cytokine release syndrome or a cytokine storms. This is when an infection triggers your immune system to flood your blood streams with flammatory proteins called cytokines. They can tissue and damage your organs. Most of the time, it spreads when a sick persons coughs or sneezes. They can spray droplets as far as 6 feet away.
If you breathe them in or swallow them the virus can get into your body. Some people who have the virus don’t have symptoms but they can still spread the virus. Doctor and health official use this term when they don’t know the sources of the infections with covid 19 it usually refers to someone who gets the virus even though they haven t  been out of the country  or haven’t been exposed to someone who’s travelled abroad  or who has covid 19.
India reported the first confirmed cases of the corona virus infection on January 30, 2020 in the states of Kerala. The affected person had a travel Wuhan china to thrissur district. The total covid 19 patients in India increased from 2 in February 2, 2020 to 37.66 lakhs in September 1 2020. The number of covid 19 patient more than doubled during the month of august. The number of deaths increased to 66, 460. A state wise review of the covid 19 confirmed cases and number of death.
Corona virus affecting the livelihood of daily wages earning , due to slowing down of the economy , the state govt across the country are planning to give unemployment benefits to contract and temporary workers who have the fear of losing their jobs and patting a plan in place to tackle the economic challenges thrown up by the pandemic . As measures of social distancing and to contain the spreads of the virus, many states have announced a lockdown in India till March 31.  The labour ministry has asked central ministers and states concerned to ensure that employ’s don’t fire their employees’ particularly contractual or casual workers, or reduce their wages amid covid 19 outbreaks as it would deepen the crises. The ministry has also asked the state and ministries that all employees going on leave during the lockdown period should be deemed on duty without any consequential pay cut.
Under the prevailing circumstances the daily or contract wages earners are the worst – hit because they are dependent on their daily earnings to meet the basic needs. Kerala govt has decided to facilitate loans worth Rs. 2,000 crores through women’s Self Help Groups of Kudumbashree in the nature of a consumer loans to those impacted by covid 19. Another Rs. 2,000 crores were to be distributed as village employment assurances programmes for April 2020, and May 2020.  Food grains were provided to families from all spectrum of life whether they are below poverty line or not. The govt allowed a one month extension for the payment of water and electricity bills, and planned to launch restaurants where meals would be offered at Rs. 20 instead of RS 25, which was fixed earlier. Besides tax reliefs has been declared to auto – rickshaws and taxis and buses. The govt has already declare RS 20, 000 crores special packages overcome corona virus disease , including RS 14,000  crores to clear all  arrears pending in various sectors and RS 500 crores health packages. 
The pandemic is spreading across the world and India is no exception. Covid 19 has spreads in 206 countries, infections more than 13, 00,000 people and claimed 74,000 lives. The lockdown of nearly 130 crores people and large number of business is leading to disruptions and dislocations on a scale never imagined. In just two month the world economy has been turned upside down. Stock markets have collapsed by a third and in many countries factories,airports, officers, schools, and shops have been closed to try to contain the virus. Workers are worried about their jobs and investors fear companies will default on their debts. 
Kerala has the 12th largest number of MSMEs in India around 2.4 million units generating employment for approximating 4.5 million. Kerala has about 44% of its labour forces as casual workers in the informal sectors. Also, about 3.5 migrant’s labours are operating as casual workers, 0.million workers are factory employees. As many as 3.1 percent of Kerala s population workers in fishing and allied sectors. They reside in 222 marine fishing villages and 113 inland fishing villages of the states. The informal daily wages earners have lost their jobs and income.
The impending recession and oil price slumps will impact many of these jobs, thereby remittances and moreover, most of these non residents will move back to Kerala post –corona virus. This will adversely impact the economic conditions of Kerala both directly and indirectly and will affect the social fabric of the states. Agriculture and allied sectors contribution 10.5 % of the total GSVA of Kerala in 2016 -2017. All these sectors will be adversely impacted. the collapse of the economy brought about by the corona virus  pandemic has exposed the extreme vulnerabilities of millions of informal workers , who are disproportionately employed in industries undergoing mass lay – offs as well as high –risk jobs that keep society running , when many of us are isolated at home .
Most do not have health insurances or access to paid sick leave putting them and the people they encounter at risk. Though enough food and supplies were provided to them, the upheaval seen in few states recently clearly shows they don’t trust the govt and the system.
The daily wages earners labours cars drivers, domestic supports workers homeless, rickshaw drivers are greatly affecting by these diseases. They have been crippled to earn their livelihood, moreover,, have greater exposure to this pandemic. Caritas India has taken this mission to reach out to these isolated marginalised communities with hygiene kits comprising hand sanitizers, paper soaps and face masks. Communities were also capacitated on hygiene practices to avert the spreads of covid 19. Families of daily wages labours, slum dwellers from dalits and marginalised communities who have lost their daily wages due to lockdown will be provided food kits to sustain their families.
Caritas India along with its partners across the country has started creating awareness among the public in collaboration with the concerned govt departments. Mobile public awareness campaigns were carried out through public and private transport services networks. Awareness was also carried out through virtual platforms through IEC materials. For EG KSSS a partner in Kerala from kottayam districts, in association with health departments and districts T B centre campaigned through vehicle announcements. The pandemic is seen from the public health lens and thus the capacity building is being providing to the community for water, sanitation, and hygiene promotion and preparation of mask and sanitizers. Over the last 5 decades  caritas India has pioneered in providing disaster relief and rehabilitation support across India   as a humanitarian organisation , we protect and saves lives by providing essential support in terms of food , medical , education, shelter, and livelihood to alleviate human suffering and build resilience among people.
Central to Kerala public health response are more than 28,000 women ASHAs who are at the forefront of the resistances against covid 19. Kerala s success, in large part, can be credited to the asha meticulous  pre covid 19 data collection of every person who moved out of Kerala for workers and their health indicators. This is enabled the state to develop a rapid ‘trace –test – isolate –support ‘ strategy. In part one of the series , we reported how ASHA  s are performing actives crucial to the pandemic response tracking and tracing people with travel history and covid 19 symptoms , reporting them to public –despite challenging conditions with minimal protection ,inadequate  support from higher –level  health care staff and rising hostility within the communities they serve. In part two , we explored how the policies of different states govt towards ASHA  during the pandemic is making an already exploited work force even  more vulnerable by placing them  under  financial strain.
In this part, we look at the anomalous ‘ Kerala model of public health care which  has been largely successful  at managing the covid 19 outbreak . We also looking at how it treats its ASHA  ,who are recognised as being central in its resistances  against the disease. The impact of the lockdown was most severe in the case of self employed and casual workers in all sectors of the economy. Due to a curfew like situation there was a total stop of almost all activism of the informal sectors except the trade of essential goods and agriculture operations. A good portion of the workers engaged in some types of  regular employment in private sectors also lost their jobs. The only category of workers who were not affected are those workers in public sectors  state and central govt , public sectors undertaking , autonomous institution , universities and semi govt institution. 
Based on the loss of GSDP for the various sectors and considering the distribution of workers to various sectors , we feel that the 69 days lockdown has pushed more than two third of self employed and casual workers to acute employment , financial crises ,indebtedness and economic distress.  The lockdown in the state has resulted in an unprecedented loss of employment in all sectors of the economy. Due to the prolonged lockdown, quarantine, physical distancing and other isolation measures to suppress transmission of the covid 19, the state s economy is heading towards a recession. Non –essential services and production were directly affected by the lockdown, which led ,among others things ,to a reduction in the numbers of hours worked and jobs losses. The state with greater dependences on the services sectors, higher levels of informality and weak  safeguards against the termination of  employment has been facing higher initial job losses. The lockdown has resulted in huge loss of employment of all categories –self employment, regular, and casual labours. 





CHAPTER 2
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
IMPACT OF COVID -19 ON SMALL FARMERS AND DAILY WAGES EARNERS
According to [ khanam, may 14, 2020] COVID-19 pandemic has led to grave implications on the small farmers and daily wage earners. The first two phase lockdown of a nation of 1.3 billion people has impacted extremely severe on the lives as well as the livelihood of the people in our operational villages as per IGSSS developmental project rapid research. The observations are that there is a significant amount of income loss for rural households; loss of livelihoods for small and marginal farmers, landless families, and daily wage earners which has further compounded into thrusting them into severe poverty, unfavorable compromises and ill health.
During these 2 phases of the lockdown, farmers faced a lot of problems as they were unable to go for work on their farmland, earn remunerative prices for their produces and access to markets. The flow of vegetables, fruits, milk, fish, egg, chicken and ancillary products such as NTFP and mushroom etc. have been struck at the point of production. The key agricultural operations like irrigation, pest control, harvesting and processing have been jeopardized. The farm gate price has been drastically reduced. All these factors lead to distress sale, loss of production and livelihoods of those engaged in agriculture.

Through this rapid research, IGSSS has tried to reach out to a small sample of 36 of small farmers and wage earners from the states of Jharkhand, Odessa, Bihar, Assam, Madhya Pradesh and Haryana. This article focuses on the impact of the COVID 19 in the farm sector focusing on the small farmers and agricultural wage earners. According to our estimate total loss of employment in manufacturing and construction was more than 50%. In tertiary sectors ,which registered  more than 50% loss of employment were trade, repair of motor vehicles ,transportation and storage ‘ accommodation and food services ‘ financial  and insurances ; education  arts , entertainment and recreation and other services. A characteristics feature of employment is the domination of the informal sectors consisting of self employment casual  labours, and a part of the regular employed which have the features of casual employment. The entire self employed , casual labours and a major share of  regular wages /  salary  employment come under informal sectors [nearly 84%]  .according to NATIONAL STATISTICAL OFFICES [NSO] survey ,of the total employment 32.9  %  is regular wages/salary employment consists of jobs in public and private sectors and earn to get a wages on a regular basis -  monthly wages or a daily wages or pieces wages rate. Self employment is 37.8 %and casual labours 29.3% .A rural urban breakup of the employment shows that the share of self employment and casual labours is much higher in rural area compared to urban areas. rural workers presented less of a operational challenges to the mahatma Gandhi national employment programmes which ensures that all workers seeking wages employment are registered with job cards  and have bank accounts into which their wages paid.

Daily wage workers battle for survival in COVID-19 days
According to[roshneesh, march,25,2020] there are 42 crores (420 million) people in the unorganised sector, including agricultural labourers, spread out across India. Some are migrant workers, stuck in distant corners with no transport to take them back to their villages; others are trapped to make ends meet with no money coming in. And all are getting increasingly on how they and their families will manage in the days and weeks to come.
According to state government sources, Bengal has an unorganised workforce of around 90 lakh, including hawkers, rickshaw pullers, bus drivers and tea garden workers.
In Uttar Pradesh, too, the government has said around 35 lakh labourers in the state will get Rs 1,000 each as financial aid while free ration for one month will be provided to 1.65 crores construction workers.
Stuck without food and also shelter in many cases, the worries of daily wage workers on how they will feed their families. Most of those working in bigger cities from villages and said they are to return because food will at least not be a problem.
COVID-19 implications on household income and food security
According to[ dev.2021] the implications of the Corona virus Disease 19 (COVID-19) pandemic on household income and food security using online survey data from 442 respondents. Results show that more than two-thirds of the respondents experienced income shocks due to the COVID-19 crisis. Food security and dietary quality worsened, as measured by the food insecurity experience scale and the frequency of consumption of nutritionally-rich foods. The proportion of food insecure respondents increased by 38% and 44%. The regular consumption of fruits decreased by about 30% during the COVID-19 pandemic, compared to a normal period (before the pandemic). Results show that the income-poor households and those dependent on labour income were more vulnerable to income shock, and had poorer food consumption during the COVID-19 pandemic compared to other respondent categories. As such, they were more likely to employ food-based coping strategies compared to those pursuing alternative livelihoods, which generally relied on savings. Farmers were less likely to experience worsened food security compared to other respondent categories that depended to a great extent on market sources for food. In both countries, participation in national social security schemes was less likely to mitigate respondents’ income shock during the COVID-19 period. Membership in savings and loan groups was correlated with less likelihood of suffering income shocks and reduction in food consumption. The results suggest that ongoing and future government responses should focus on structural changes in social security by developing responsive packages to members pushed into poverty by such pandemics while building strong financial institutions to support the recovery of businesses in the medium term, and ensuring the resilience of food supply chains particularly those making available nutrient-dense foods.
Socio-Economic Impacts of COVID-19 on Household Consumption and Poverty
According to[markhrida.july,2020], the COVID-19 pandemic has caused a massive economic shock across the world due to business interruptions and shutdowns from social-distancing measures. To evaluate the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on individuals, a micro-economic model is developed to estimate the direct impact of distancing on household income, savings, consumption, and poverty. The model assumes two periods: a crisis period during which some individuals experience a drop in income and can use their savings to maintain consumption; and a recovery period, The San Francisco Bay Area is used as a case study, and the impacts of a lockdown are quantified, accounting for the effects of unemployment insurance (UI) and the CARES Act federal stimulus. Assuming a shelter-in-place period of three months, the poverty rate would temporarily increase from 17.1% to 25.9% in the Bay Area in the absence of social protection, and the lowest income earners would suffer the most in relative terms. If fully implemented, the combination of UI and CARES could keep the increase in poverty close to zero, and reduce the average recovery time, for individuals who suffer an income loss, from 11.8 to 6.7 months. However, the severity of the economic impact is spatially heterogeneous, and certain communities are more affected than the average and could take more than a year to recover. Overall, this model is a first step in quantifying the household-level impacts of COVID-19 at a regional scale. This study can be extended to explore the impact of indirect macroeconomic effects, the role of uncertainty in households’ decision-making and the potential effect of simultaneous exogenous shocks (e.g., natural disasters).
.

CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY


Statement of the problem
Daily wages workers are livelihood and have been affected by the covid – 19 pandemic.  This is a study to understand the lives of daily wages workers in kottayam during the covid-19 pandemic.
Objectives of the study
General objectives
To   understand the effect of covid – 19 on daily wage workers in kottayam.
Specific   objectives
· To   analyse  the economic  problem  faced  by  daily  wage  workers  in kottayam during the period  of  covid restrictions.
· To   understand  the  effect  of   covid  restriction  on the  personal  and  social  lives  of  daily  wage workers .
· To analyse satisfaction level of daily wage workers in covid -19 periods.
· To assess the overall impact of covid on the lives of daily wages workers.
Independent variables
1. Age
2. Family structure
3. Number of dependents
Dependent variable
1. Conditions of daily wage workers
Universe
The universe of the study is the daily wage workers in kottayam.
Sample size
The study sample of 50 respondents selected by the researcher.
Method of sampling
Due to limitations imposed by the covid pandemic, the study selected 50 daily wages workers from Kumar Polymers Private Limited Company through convenience sampling.
Tool of data collection
The study used interview method. An interview schedule was prepared for this purpose in Malayalam.
Research design
This study used descriptive method. As the findings from the survey seemed inadequate, it was supplemented with a few case studies.












CHAPTER 4
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
	Satisfaction with your personal life following covid restrictions

	
	
	
	
	
	


	AVERAGE
	16

	GOOD
	4

	 POOR
	28

	VERY POOR
	2













The above data shows very little average satisfaction with personal life following covid restrictions, with most respondents reporting poor satisfaction. 


Education level of the daily wages

	 SSLC
	   29

	   +2
	   21




From the above data we can see the education level of the daily wages workers. The graph shows that a majority have passed SSLC while a good number have also cleared Class 12th.




Did the covid lockdown lead to a loss of only sources of income?

	  YES
	    40

	  NO
	    10




From the above table it is clear that a majority lost their only source of income due to the covid -19 lockdown, affecting the income of the daily wage workers. 
	Did you taken any loans to cover daily personal expenses due to corona

	  YES
	    17

	  NO
	    33





	
	
	
	
	
	
	






From the above table, it is clear that a few had to take loans to cover daily personal expenses, though a majority did not.

	
	Was your spouse’s job affected due to covid restrictions?



	        
         LOST JOB
	
   42

	
  WAGES DECLINED
	
    8





From the above data analysis it is clear that a great majority of spouses’ jobs were affected due to covid restrictions. The remaining responded that their wages had declined.
	
	Did daily wage labourers have enough daily wages to survive this lock down




	        
      YES
	
    21

	
       NO
	
    29




The above graph shows that daily wages labourers found it difficult to survive this lockdown, while some reported that they were able to manage. 


.

Were you able to purchase basic food essentials at this time?
	        
      YES
	
   37

	
       NO
	
    14







From the data analysis we see that most were able to purchase basic food essential at this time, though this may also be due to the effective public distribution policy followed by the Government of Kerala from the beginning of the pandemic.
Did your received free rations or increased rations after the lockdown
	
GOVT. RATION SHOP
	
   36

	
GOVT. HELP
	
    6

	
NIL
	
    8




From the table above, it is clear that a good percentage received free rations or increased rations during the lockdown. This graph shows that dependence on government ration shops is high and some got other forms of government help. A small number mentioned that they did not get any help.

How do you think the daily labourers are meeting their economic crises?
	
PREVIOUS WEEK
	
    1

	
BORROWING MONEY
	
    22

	
ALTERNATIVE JOB
	
    27




From the data analysis the daily wages labors are meeting their economic crises, this graph shows alternative job are the main source of economic support for the daily wage workers. Many others also resort to borrowing money while a small number depend on earnings from the previous week.
Did your cash and money that the state govt is giving as part of corona relief?
	
         NO 
	
       20

	
         YES
	
       30





From the above table it is clear that the cash and money the state govt giving as part of corona relief has helped a good percentage of daily labourers.

How much did you earn of what you expected
	
        LESS THAN HALF
	
    26

	
           ABOUT HALF
	
    20

	          
           MORE THAN
	
     7




From the table it becomes clear that most daily wage workers earned less than what they expected, though surprisingly a few also mentioned that they earned more than they expected.

Livelihood of daily labourers has been?

	
PARTICALLY AFFECTED
    
	
       34

	
FULLY AFFECTED
	
       16


From the above data analysis  the table shows that livelihood of daily labors has practically affected are the highest level and the fully affected are the lowest level of the lock down period.


The lockdown have you received wages for the work done?

	            
          YES
	
      18

	
           NO
	
       32




From the data analysis the table shows that lock down have received  wages for the work done yes are the lowest level and the no are the highest level.




There any payment for sales wages, salary, due to you’re the lockdown that you have not received.

	            
          NO
	
      7

	
           YES
	
       43


From the data analysis the table shows that payment for sales and wages or salary the lock down that have not received no are the lowest level and the yes are the highest level in the corona pandemic.



CHAPTER 5
CASE STUDIES

In order to supplement the quantitative data received through the survey of daily wage workers, I also conducted a few case studies in order to get a better understanding of the life and living conditions of daily wage labourers during the covid pandemic.

Case Study 1
Mini says that covid 19 pandemic was changes in   life.  People do not go to the work places. We are afraid  the corona virus, all are wearing face  mask to  life. She did  not  go to the work. Because company was helping in the corona situation to the workers. Company was providing in the wages more than in the corona period in workers. The govt have providing to the healthcare and medicine or the  sanitizers  are available to the workers. She was available in the household activities that were not difficult  in the corona period. Central govt and state govt have helped the corona situations. She was not  affected in her personal life due to covid pandemic. She was affected by the corona situation are difficult in the work places. We are using a sanitizer in the  hand wash and wearing  face mask to  the workers. Daily wages are earn to the period .she was satisfaction in the daily wages working in her personal life.

Case Study 2
Bindu says that covid 19 are changes to the life of  all human beings of society. She was difficult in the corona   situations, she did not go to  work. She is living in a joint family .her children are lost their jobs in the covid pandemic; they are difficult in the personal life. Central and state govt have helped the corona situations. Company was providing more than wages in the workers. Food and healthcare facilities are available in  corona period.
Corona was affected the personal life of the family members. The. Lock down period   was main sources  of income for the self employed in agriculture activities .her was family  problem are affected in the covid 19 pandemic. Economic issues are more than in the corona situation. Company had helped in the life of  workers.
Case Study 3
Babu says that he is working for Kumar polymers private company .his life was very difficult in the corona period. His personal life are affected in the lockdown situation, he is driven in a company van. This lockdown period is not income in life. He was cultivation of the agriculture products in the corona situations. Govt was helped in the covid 19 pandemic. His personal life was affected  by economic issues in the corona.  Govt have providing healthcare and medicine are available.
His family problems are difficult to lockdown. The corona situation are changes in the human being life. The .corona virus is increasing everyday life to the case. Covid 19 situation are life should be changed to the pandemic. Satisfaction rate of jobs was less than in personal life. The daily wages are enough to survive this lock down for the workers.
The corona period was lost in family life. People are economic crises of the society. Corona has been changed around world. Daily wages workers are the not affected all the sectors in the corona pandemic influenced by society. People involved in the corona virus affect .daily life .corona are spreading all-round to world. Society has been virus spreading to human life affected. Daily wages workers are not satisfaction in the work. Become they have distress about in the corona period in the wok places. Corona is people mental and physical depression in situation. They did not work during that period , lock down had loneliness affected  human beings in  society. Corona has total differences in society. People have  been affected by the economic and  social or society. Corona has increased in the world they have changes society.
Case study 4
Gracy say that covid 19 pandemic was very difficult in her life. She did not go to the work. She was a very poor family member. Her husband is an auto rickshaw driver, this pandemic period his job was lost in corona period. Company were providing basic necessity of the workers .central and state govt was helping to the health care and sanitizers available in the lockdown situations in her life. 
Case study 5
Maya says that covid period was affected in her life. She did not work to the company. Her life was difficult in the corona situation. She had psychological issues faced by the lock down.  Her life was totally affected by the pandemic. Govt was providing the basic necessities are available to the pandemic period. She was a middle class family member. Her husband jobs are lost in lockdown period.

.
CHAPTER 6
FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION
The covid 19 pandemic has pushed the world into an unprecedented crisis and uncertainty, calling to expedite the implementation of the centenary declaration. It called upon constituents to pursue with unrelenting vigor its [ILO]constitutional mandate for social justices by further developing its human centered approach to the future of work. It called for  putting workers rights of all people at the heart of economic ,social, and environmental policies. The international community and ILO s constituents have engaged in a collective Endeavour to tackle the devastating human impact of the pandemic, but more needed. The ILO was quick to recognize that the covid -19 pandemic is not just a health crisis. The lockdown measures adopted in most countries to prevent the spreads of the pandemic restricted economic activists. Developing countries have faced disruption in trade and supply chains, triggering negative growth.
As early as on march 2020, ILO s first monitor on covid -19 had estimated a rise in unemployment and under employment between 5.3 million [low ‘scenario] and 24.7 million [high ‘scenario] from a base level of 188 million in 2019.ILO 5th monitor on covid -19 impact released on 30 June 2020 suggested that the labour market recovery during the second half of 2020 will be certain and in complete. The working –hours losses could  range between 140 million full-time jobs in the last quarter of the year, depending upon the spreads of the pandemic .the 5th edition of ILO monitor highlights , despite the easing of lockdowns and work places closure measures in some places ,93 % of the worlds workers are stilling in countries with some restrictions in places ,in one in five are in countries where closures affect all but essential workers. in India ,the lockdown combined with global headwinds delivered a severe blow to the economy .for the 2020 the IMF estimates GDP growth of just 1.9% for the country, the lowest rate since the 1991 balances of the payments crises. this assumes significances in an economy dominated by micro and small business ,primarily in the informal sectors. ILO rapid assessment predicts casual workers , and the self –employed workers are most likely to lose their work and incomes.
India does not have labour forces data covering the period quarter 4, 2019 ,to quarter 2,2020 .however ,the PLFS 2017 -2018 estimates that 77.1% of employment in India is non –regular either self- employed or casual workers. there is a further 13.7% in regular but unprotected jobs. When applying 2020 UN population estimate to the above proportion, it suggests that between 364 and 473 million workers are at risk of being adversely affected by the lockdown .women are marginally more likely than men to be in non –regular employment. Thus covid -19 has increased vulnerability of women employment and has further added care work responsibility in this time. Women labour participation numbers were declined ever before the pandemic with the increased engagement of women in education and with domestic duties not being classified as work’. the rapid assessment estimate that together ,181 million people in households mostly women ,engaged in domestic duties or unpaid family businesses ,are bearing the brunt of the increased care and work burden. Covid-19 has also exposed the vulnerability of urban casual workers ,many of whom are migrants . they were among the first to be jolted by the lockdown measures as economic activists  were halted threatening survival of many small urban units and jobs of these workers. In most urban units ,the jobs are linked with accommodation at workplaces and the unemployment may have forced these workers to vacate their shelter  as well . they are forced to return to their villages in desperation. With limited data available on inter-state migration and employment in informal sectors, it is difficult to figure the numbers of migrants who lost jobs and accommodation during the pandemic and returned home. However ,using different available data sets ,they are at least five million or possibility much higher, as per ILOS rapid assessment. The impact of covid -19 has been uneven for different regions , different sectors and different populations.
Majority of employers operate business in the hardest –hit sectors of manufacturing ,accommodation and food services , wholesales ,retail trade ,real estate and business activists. Restrictions on movement have had a direct impact on trade , and especially on retail trade ,and it may persist with lowered demand . although not affected directly by the containment measures ,the reverse migration can potentially turn the agriculture sectors as refuge employer during the economic slowdown. Transport sectors is partially surviving with some urban businesses still operating because of increased use of home delivery systems. Domestic workers may become victim of the second –round effects when households facing losses can no longer employ them.
With the ministry of external affairs the offices is faciliting conversation about safe repatriation of overseas India migrants and exploring avenues for their economic reintegration in the country. the ILO providing guidance to national commission for women [NCW ] in the process of drafting and issuing guidelines  in responding to the crises in a gender responsive manner. Covid -19 disrupted the statistical system all that all face- to face collection was suspended including the periodic labour forces survey [PLFS] .ministry of statistics and programmes implementation [MOSPI] has initiated a process of modernizing the statistical system including transitioning data collection to a computer –assisted telephonic interview [ CATI]
As priority ,the ILO is facilitating safe return to work for employers and employs An enter-prises –level covid -19 force guideline has shared with the workers and employers organizations to promote and reiterate the needs for bipartite dialogues for gradualling resuming operations at work places. A series of virtual practical coaching sessions on improving OSH at work places for the prevention of covid -19 are being held for constituents through programmers’. Prioriting safe return to work ,an action checklist for prevention and mitigations of covid -19 at work was adopted in to Hindi ,ban gala and Tamil and a video on covid -19.while demanding sufficient protection for the workers from all sectors in term of exposure to the virus and their incomes and working conditions ,ILO calls for setting a strategy for the medium and longer terms to address declining demand and speed up the recovery . it asks for prioriting incomes and decent work to stimulate demand and productivity and protecting existing rights and working conditions.
Covid -19 reminds the world why international institution like the ILO were created  in the first places. Future of work ,agreed in 2019, 100 years after the organisation foundation states in its preamble , persistent poverty , inequalities and injustices ,conflict, disaster and other humanitarian emergences in many parts of the world constitutes a threats to those advanced and to securing shared prosperity and decent work for all .
Recovery efforts from this pandemic need to be derived from the process of social  dialogue and should be rooted within internationally accepted labors standard developed with the consensus of ILO tripartite constituents . we can only build back better ‘if our efforts are based on the principles of social justices and solidarity that leave no one behind.
Job less is the most severe immediate impact of covid -19  crises while lower economic growth and rises in inequality would be the long –term effects , according to a survey by the Indian society of labour economic ISLE .the online survey was conducted on 520 ISLE  members in the last week of may. The preliminary results showed that loss of employment was considered as the most severe immediate impact of the crises while lower economic growth and rise in inequality were probable long –term impact.
As per the survey, the immediate policy suggested were protection of workers and families, short –term employment creation and income transfers to affected workers. Short –term requirements were supports to MSMEs expansion of MGNREGA, job creation cash, transfer and social security while the long term measures included need for building a stronger public health system, universalisation of social security and policies for welfare and rights of migrants. The survey  was discussed at a two – day virtual international conferences on implications of the covid -19 crises for labour and employment in India the conferences was organised by the institute for human development [IHD] international labour organisation [ILO] and ISLE.
The takeaway from the conferences was that overall , there has been about 25 percent decline in total GDP with the industrial sectors [especially MSMES] highly disrupted and down by 54% the participants. Estimate of jobs loss showed that 80% jobs were affected in urban economy , most of which were self –employed 54% jobs were affected in rural economy , most of which casual employment, they said . The govt had imposed lockdown on march 25, 2020  to fight covid -19 pandemic.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
.

1] NAME
2] E MAIL ADDRESS
3] GENDER
Male / female
5] EDUCATION
.High school or diploma
.diploma
.bachelor
. Masters
6] Family
Nuclear / joint

7] DO you think the covid 19 lockdown led to the loss of only sources of income of the daily labourers?
.yes
.no

8] DO you think that the daily labourers have enough of daily wages to survive this lockdown?
.yes
.no

9] Livelihood of daily labourers has been?

.  Partially affected
.fully affected

10] DO you think daily labourers get support from the state through any programmes and schemes?
.yes
. no
.no idea

11] How much less did you earn than what you expected?

.less than half
. About half
.more than half

12] Since the lockdown, has there been a decrease in your earnings?

.no
.yes
13] Since the lock down have you received wages for the work done?

. Yes, received in full
. yes, received in partial
. no , did not receive
.  do not want to reveal

14] Is there any payment for sales, wages, salary due to prior to the lock down that you have not received?

. yes
.no
.don’t known

15] Have you taken any loans to cover daily personal expense due to corona?

.yes
.no

16] DO you any other loans taken before the pandemic that are outstanding?

.yes
.no
17] Are you able to purchase your basic food essential s at this time?

.yes
.yes , but lesser quantities
. no

18] DO you live in a rented house, hostel, flat, temporary accommodation?
.yes
.no
19] Have you received free rations or increased rations after the lockdown?
.yes , from govt ration shop
. yes, from other sources
.tried to procure from ration shop but was unable to do so since the announcement.
. have not tried / did not need to access it

20] DO you or anyone in your family have a bank account?

.yes
.no
21] How was your job affected due to covid restrictions?
.  wages declined
.lost job
. job and wages were not affected
22]  How was your spouse’s job affected due to  covid restrictions?

.wages declined
.lost job
. job and wages were not affected

23] How do you think the daily labourers are meeting their economic crises?

.  previous week years
. borrowing money
.  alternative  jobs

24] Workers under healthcare and sanitation sectors still get their daily wages?

. true
. false
25] Do you know of any cash, money that the state govt is giving as part of corona relief?

.yes , l am aware of some schemes
. no l do not  know

26] How long will you have money to be able to pay for essential lf the current situation continues?
.2  days or less
. less than a week
.  up to a week
.  10  days
.2  weeks
                   .1 months
27] Do you work in rural or urban area?
.rural
.urban

28] What was the main source of income for your household in the last year?

.  Self employed in agriculture
.  Self –employed in non –agriculture
.  Regular wages / salary earning
. Casual labour in agriculture
.  Casual labour in  non – agriculture
.  Others

29] How would you rate your satisfaction with your job following covid restrictions?
.very good
.good
.average
.poor
.very poor
30] How would you rate your satisfaction with your wages following covid restriction?
.very good
.good
.average
.poor
. very poor
31] How would you rate your satisfaction with your economic situation following covid restrictions?
.very good
.good
.average
. poor
.very poor
32] How would you rate your satisfaction with your personal life following covid restrictions?
. very good
.good
.average
.poor
. very poor

YES	NO	40	10	


yes	no	17	33	


lost job 	wages declined	lost job 	wages declined	42	8	



yes	no	21	29	


no	yes	14	37	



nil 	govt ration shop 	govt     help	8	36	6	


previous week 	borrowing  money 	alternative job 	1	22	27	


no 	yes	20	30	



less than half 	about half	more than 	27	20	7	


average 	good 	poor	very poor	average 	good 	poor	very poor	16	4	28	2	average 	good 	poor	very poor	
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